EARTHTIDES PAGAN
NETWOR~ NEW~
Spring Equinox 2000
About the EarthTides
Pagan Network
The Maine Pagan
community is diverse,
independent and geographically
distant. We worship in groups or
alone, but sometimes need
contact and a shared forum to
express our ideas and concerns
for this community.
The EarthTides Pagan
Network was established in 1989
as a support resource for Maine
Pagans. All solitaries and groups
are welcome to join. Some rna y
choose simply to receive this
newsletter. Those who wish to be
listed among our contacts or vote
on organizational matters must
sign our Standards.
A subscription to this
newsletter is available for a
suggested donation of $11 per
year. Single copies may be
obtained by sending a $1.50
donation and a self~addressed,
stamped envelope.

EPN
P,O,Box161
E, Winthrop fVI E04343
eatihtides@celi"icweb.com
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Teen Pagans: Irrlportant
Members of Our Community
The EarthTides Pagan Network's policy, crafted
in consultation with an attorney, prevents full 111embers
from accepting minorB.as s.tlldents or .group 111e.mbers
without parental permission. But does this lTl.ean we all
hate teen-agel's? Of course not.
There has been a rising tide of new interest in our
faiths in recent years, particularlyalTIong young people.
Saine of them, drawn by depictions of Witches on
television and in the movies, may soon move on to other
fads. But many of them will find in Paganism a living
faith that appeals to their intelligence, their love of
freedom and their sense of community. EPN seeks to
offer them encouragement, good information and a
friendly welcome.
.
vVhile the law grants parents authority over
minor children's religious upbringing, no law can stifle
curiosity and intelligence. With this in mind, several
members of the EPN Council have recently begun
crafting a pamphlet to be distributed to teens and their
parents, offering facts about Pagan faiths, advice on
making good choices, and resources for learning more.
This pamphlet may also be ma0e available on our Web
site.
In this issue, we offer a couple 'of pieces of that
pamphlet. They are intended as drafts, and we
encourage your comments and contributions. This work.
is incomplete, and we especially need the input of young
people and parents to make it valid and valuable. If you
have suggestions or would like to offer your help, please
write to us by mail or e-mail (addresses are on the left).

NETWOF\})INC
The people and g7'OUpS listed here are mentioned because they have done two things: They have
volunteered to serve as points of contact for those seeking Pagan community, and they have s'igned the
EPN Standards which pledges them. to follow a set of basic rules of ethical conduct. Any person or group
may be listed here by subscribing to this newsletter and agreeing to those Standards; please contact EPN to
arrange such a listing.
EPN has no interest in servingas the "Fagan police/' and explicitly supports the autonomy of each
person and group in matters offaith belief and worship. The Maine Fagan community encompasses a
wide variety of people and practices, and seekers are cautioned that any person or activity that makes you
uncomfortable is pl'Obably wrong for you.
Groups and individuals who seek networking opportunities but are reluctant to sign the Standards
are encouraged to take advantage of our advertising columns.
l
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AUGUSTA AREA
Bill and Johanna Chellis. Pantheists 0l'kil'lg·..w-ith
the circle, wheel and labyrinth. 685-3860
T....

Immanent Grove. A fellowship of practicing Pagans
of all persuasions.. Members pursue their own
personal relationships with the Gods. We're interested .•
in corresponding with experienced Pagans who
would like to work with us. Harper/Arwen, Immanent
Grove, P.O. Box 233, Readfield, ME 04355 .

,

Wahtonah Grove. A Pagan Circle honoring a variety
of traditions, dedicated to seeking knowledge and
understanding, as well as to good friendship. Aree,
tSiganka@prodigy.net
OXFORD HILLS AREA
Khyrohn Ni Mam. Eclectic Wiccan focusing on healing
through herbs and drumming. RR1 Box 2606, N.
Waterford, ME 04267. 583-4215.
PORTLAND/YORK COUNTY
Temple of Brigantia. Wiccan group honoring tlle
Goddesses and Gods of Britain and Rome. Offering
open Full Moon rituals and accepting selected
candidates for apprenticeship. Jane/Cassius, 646-6634
or temple@janeraeburn.com
WATERVILLE AREA

MoonGoddess. Eclectic Wicca and Women's
Spirituality; area networking online.
Mmmoongoddes';;'~00;'lllQ_Q,~om or 873 -0528.

I

SPECIAL INTERESTS
Deaf Pagans. My youngest daughter is deaf, and I
would love to meet deaf adults who are Pagan and
other Pagan parents of deaf children. Ede, 353-6202
(V/TTY) or ede@clinic.net

PanCraft. Pagan artists, musicians and others beloved
of the Muses get together to share their work and
honor the Deities who inspire them. Hel1per and Arwen,
p.o. Box 233, Readfield, ME 04355
ONLINE RESOURCES

EPN Web site, http://www.mix-net.net/
- annmarie/ earthtides
. Maine Pagan Resource Page, http://wW\v.
.' janeraeburn.com/maine
Maine Pagan Mailing List, to join send blank e-mail
to mepagan-subscribe@egroups.com
EPN Mailing List (open to newsletter subscribers
only), to join send blank e-mail to earth tidessubscribe@.egroups.com
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CAlENDAR
As a seniJ:ce to the Pagan community, we seek to list as many events as possible that would be of
interest to Maine Pagans. You need not be a member of EPN, or even a subscriber to this newsletter, to list
an event here. All we ask is that events be non-profit -- that is) that anyfeesfor participatin.g not exceed the
reasonable cost ofputting on the event -- and submitted to us bye-mail or post by the publication deacj.line.
(Those planning for-profit events are welcome to avail themselves of our very affordable advertising .
opportunities .)
We make no claim as to the value or safety of any of these events, and caLltion our readers to rely
on their own best judgment when assessing any situation, particularly those involving strangers. That said,
we also encourage you to participate in as wide a spectrum of the Pagan community as you can, bothjor
your own enjoyment and because our community needs your positive energy and goodjellowship.
22 Wednesday
MARCH
17 Friday
Open Full Moon Ritual, Wells Sponsored by the
Temple of Brigantia. 7:30 p.m., Wiccan ritual
honoring Mercury and Rosmerta, Celto-Roman divine
couple associated with prosperity. Free; bring a dish
for potluck supper. FMI and directions, e:-mail
temple@janeraeburn.com or call646~6634.
18

Saturday

Pysanky Workshop, 37 Main St. Winthrop. 10 a.m.,
sponsored by Apple Valley Books. Decorate eggs for
Eostar according to the ancient Russian tradition.
Class size is limited, and there will be a small ..,
materials fee. To reserve your place, or get more
information, contact Aree Blackcat at TSIGANKA@
prodigy.net, or call the bookstore at 377-3967.
19 Sunday
. Full Storm Moon 11:44pm
Celebration of the Spring Equinox, sponsored by
Immanent Grove, 7:15pm at Ironwood Hollow in
central Maine. Please bring a candle which can be
easily lit and safely set on the ground, and food
( and/or drink to share during Feasting (non-alcoholic
options will be available). Persons under 18 years of
age are welcome with a custodial parent. Young
children should be able to maintain respectful quiet.
Be sure to dress for the weather and the season!
20 Monday
Ostara / Spring Equinox
21 Tuesday
"The Faces ofNew England's Non-Mainstream
Religions," openpanel discussion sponsored by the
Pagan Student Association, University of Southern
Maine, 113 Masterton Hall, Portland. Reception at 6:30
p.m., discussion 7 - 9:30pm. FMI and directions,
contact Julie, 727-5844 or anubis(a)mix-net.net.

Pagan Sauna Night in Richmond, 6-10 p.m. E-mail
Moth at.b2black@;LavaneLcorn for details.
27 Monday
Last Quarter Moon 7:21 p.m.
APRIL
2 Sunday
Daylight Saving Time begins ("spring ahead").
3 Monday
,
Open New Moon Ritual, Hollis. Sponsored by the
Iseum of Hidden Mysteries. Arrival time 7:15 p.m.,
ritual at 8 with a potluck to follow. Dress comfo~ably
and warmly. FMI and directions, contact Seshet 7275844 or anubis@mix-net.net.
4 Tuesday
New Moon 1:12 p.m.
8 Saturday·
Tarot Discussion at Apple Valley Books, 37 Main St.,
Winthrop. 7 p.m. All levels are welcome. Bring your
favorite deck. PMI contact oltarus@hotmail.com, or
call the bookstore at 377-3967.
13 Tuesday
Second Quarter Moon 8:30 am
18 Tuesday
Full Wind Moon 12:41 p.m.
21 Friday
Spring Thing Pagan Retreat, EPN's third annual
gathering, 5 p.m. Friday through 4 p.m. Sunday, April
23, at the usual location on the coast. See separate
announcemen t.
22 Saturday
Earth Day
26 Wednesday
Last Quarter Moon 2:30 p.m.
See next page

Resources for Teens
This isn't a comprehensive list, and
there are some items on it that wouldn't be
recommended by everyone. Nevertheless,
this is offered as a start toward offering
guidance and information to young seekers.
We welcome suggestions, especially
from teens or their parents! Also, if you are a
non-Wiccan Pagan, please consider
suggesting resources.
Books:
Teen Witch., Silver RavenWolf. While soute
Wiccans find her suggestions too juvenile,
many teens themselves love it. If you read it,
you'll want to try other books, too.
'
Spell Craft, Lilith McClelland. Another book
aimed at young practitioners, writteFl v/1th-a:
sense of humor and solid ethical suggestions.
The Spiral Dance, Starhawk. This is one of the
,first books read by many Wiccans, and

includes ideas for building a personal
practice and starting a group.
Hedge Witch, Rae Beth.' Written as a series of
letters written to two seekers, this an
excellent introduction to solitary practice.
Wicca: A Guide for the Solitary Practitioner,
Scott Cunningham. Simple and practical
suggestions from one of Paganism's most
widely read authors.
Web sites:
CIRCLE (Colby College student group)
http://WVl''I'l . colby. eclu/CIRCLE

USM Pagan Student Association
http://usmcug.usm.maine.edu/--usmpsa/

UMO Pagan Campus Organization
http: / hilW-w. umi t .maine. edu/Pac.oilleb/

Mat-lte Paga-1'l' ReooW'l"ce Pagehttp://Ww"vI.~lane~·a.ebi1rn.com/main.:.

The Witches Voice
I

htt.p://wHw.witchvox.com

CALENDAR, continued from previous page
End of April

5 Friday
Initiations and Initiatory Rites, facilitated discussion
at Apple VaHey Book~, 37 Main St., Winthrop, 7 p.m.
FMI contact mrpukkil@coby.edu, or call 377-3967.

Goddess workshop sponsored by the Pagan Student
Association, University of Southern Maine. Exact date
has yet to be determined. If you are interested, contact
Julie 727-5844 or anll.his@mix-net.net.

10 Wednesday
Second Quarter Moon, 3 p.m.

1

rUNE
30 Friday

Open New Moon Celebration, Hollis.. Sponsored by
the Iseum of Hidden Mysteries. Arrival time 7:15 '
p.m., ritual at 8 with a potluck to foHow. FMI and
directions, 727-5844 or anubis@mix-net.net.

Workshop on Magick and Song. If you enjoy music
anp. would like to explore its uses in ritual and
magick, please join us. Only the truly tone-deaf (very
rare) might be unable to participate - and even they
can do verbal chant! FM:I, contact
mrpukkil@colby.edu, or call the bookstore at 3773967.

Monday Beltane
3 Wednesday
New Moon 11:12 p.m.
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STIRRINCS
Maine Pagan groups of any kind -religiou'S, artistic, political, sodal- are invited to keep the c017'll77.unity
up to date on their activities in this section. Tell us about coffee-talk topics, rituals, festivals, public-service
projects, rites ofpassage and anything else you'd like us to know about! Send your news to
eartlztides@celticweb.com or EPN, P.G. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343.

SrI~Al DANCE STVDl GRO\/P
A study group is being formed to
explore Wicca as practiced in the Reclaiming
tradition. We will be using the 20th
anniversary edition of Starhawk's The Spiral
Dance, the best known book on this
ecofeminist practice.
To clear up some misconceptions,
Reclaiming Wicca is NOT: men-bashing;
proselytizing; women- or Goddess-only;
anti-heterosexual; "feminazi"; God-hating;
separatist; anti-organized religions;
hierarchical; anti-science or technology.
Reclaiming Wicca IS: welcoming of
all genders; LGBTT friendly; egalitarian;
diverse, flexible, and creative; dedicated to
blending spirituality and social change; an
ecstatic Mystery religion; committed to
non-violence and power-fram-within;
magickal!
We will meet in the Waterville area
every second or third week or so, beginning
towards the end of May, to allow folks a
chance to process the material between
sessions and to enjoy the Maine summer.
We will also end in time for those who will
be attending the Vermont Witch Camp. For
more information, and to register, please
contact Marilyn in care of EPN, P.O. Box 161,
E. Winthrop, ME 04343.
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PLEASE NOTE: If you are under 18
years of age, you MUST present written!
permission from a custodial parent or
guardian in order to participate
(this is in accordance with Maine state law).

By Jane Raeburn

The Temple will not hold Full Moon
celebrations in April or May, because ofthe
wedding of its High Priest and High
Priestess, Cassius and Jane. After a ceremony
in the ancient Roman Pagan style, we will
travel to Britain to view some of the sites of
Celto-Roman history.

Cleansing the Way
By Lara

Recently, I have felt possessed by a
compelling force. This force whispers in
hushed, but urgent tones that ~ need to clean
up my act. Throughout the cold months, I
have often not had the energy to even do my
regular housework, let alone work on the
multitude of home organization and
renovation projects that need doing.
Now things are different I
was in the midst of one of my
recent cleaning and
recycling blitzes a few
days ago when I
suddenly realized the
most likely origin of all
this energy. It's Imbolc,
you fool! Oh, yeah.
Duh. It may still be
cold and blustery
outside. The snow
may continue to falL
But on some '
instinctive level, my
mind and body are
responding to the
return ofthe light and
the quickening of the
Earth and her creatures.
Imbolc, according to many Wiccan
authors including the Farrars, was
traditionally a time of ritual purification and
creative impulse. This cleansing cleared the
way for the blessings of the seeds sown at .
Ostara and Beltane. It is this concept of
cleansing the way for new blessings and

..

,

.

growth that is driving me to clean, organize,
clear out, and recycle.
Ritual purification is, of course, not
unique to Wicca. My drive to bring
r
cleanliness, peace and order to ll1y home has
brought me to the practice of feng sl1.Ui,
(pronounced "fung Shway") literally
translated as "wind and water. " Particularly,
I have been reading about the
importance of reducing clutter
and space clearing as a
means of increasing the flow of
positive energy into my life.
It makes a certain
amount of sense intuitively.
All of the clutter ii1 our lives
drains energies we could be
using to grow spiritually.
There are many types of clutter:
paperwork that should be
appropriately filed, an
overstuffed closet in desperate
need of weeding out, furniture
in need of repair, or a door 'that
squeaks. This list could
continue indefinitely and
extends beyond the realm of the
physical. Ideas and habits that no
longer serve a positive purpose
can be considered clutter as well. An
example of this might be reacting to anxiety
and depression by reaching for food or a
cigarette instead of confronting the
emotional issues directly and dealing with
them in a productive manner. Clutter ties
you to the past.
See CLEANSING, next page
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Making Good Choices: A
Guide for Teens and Adults

CLEANSING from previous page

. All of the things not done and
emotions not dealt with have a hold on bits
of your mental energy, leaving less room to
learn new things or create new
relationships.
Of course, in feng sImi, clutter can
have much more specific consequences. A
pile of junk in the Wealth corner of yonI'
office can cause energy to stagnate m that
area of your life. Suddenly, money becomes
tight. Career advancement slows.
There is also the theory that people
attract a certain type of energy depending on
where they are in their own personal
development. My battle with clutter could
be seen to be indicative of a need· to-l:1.-nload
past emotional baggage, a need to break with
the past.
.
So, lam going to continue to try to dIg
myself out from under. I am afraid this cycle
of purification is going to be a long-term
project for me. I've spent many years as a
consumer and accumulator and many years
holding on to emotional baggage from the
.
past.
It will be difficult to let go. However,
I thank the gods for making me a part of this
never-ending cycle and for giviIi.g me the
.
energy and opportunity to continue to
evolve. In the spirit of Imbolc, I continue, to
prepare myself to be open to new
..
experiences and knowledge. In the spmt of
Ostara and Be1tane, I wish you a)1 many
blessings and new adventures.. ·

by Jane Raeburn

(This is one of the pieces mentioned on the
front page, intended for distribution to teens and
adults. If you have suggestions f07' making this
piece more effective, e-mail 71'1.e at
njane@iournalist.com or write to me care of EPN.
Thanks! -- Jane)
You don't have to be a certain magical
age to be able to choose a religion for
yourself. But to live your choice, you need
enough maturity to keep yourself safe and
remove yourself from situations that aren't
right for you.
Some people have this maturity before
they leave hIgh school. Others live t~Leir
whole lives without it. To help you m.
navigating your way in the Pagan .
community, we offer some suggestIons for
making decisions about people and events.
Do you know what's going to take
place? Before the class, ritua.l, circle or
festival, did you have some Idea of what
would take place? Were you given a chance
to ask questions?
Do you know the people? At an open
event, you'll obviously run into strangers.
But you should at least know the names of
the group leaders; and have a chance to
introduce yourself to others.
. Are you being asked to partake of any
substance you don't want? Responsible
group leaders will offer a non-alcoholic .
option when serving wine in ri tual, an~ Will
not insist that anyone partake of anythmg.
See CHOICES, next page
~:'

.' . '.' .•......',..' ,
,"

~.:

,

. ..

'.~~,

,',.

.. ,',

,"

:..•~.:.:.~ .••.:-..•.:-•.:.:-:.• '.'.: :.:.' :-: '
. . ."

"."

,',.".

.

• :.'.y.:.: :.: : '.','",: '.' •.•••••••••••••• : ':' ':',' • ~
.'

'g.fi.. ..L... l\C

:;i:i[·;·C~'1i'!i.\·'+·~B:·'~{n:b;r"l·:d:
ll':
., ··:31·.V's,·: . :~,:B: .. .'...:'

.~ ~

~J-

. "

:1:;f6~11~cil. AC'PJjilllct{id~.t·

*,Wt"U:J:~

,.-1.. s.:- .. ·.(}{iJrhs·
.LfJ.M.J.l!SB.
. .'

,h~~,.

.
~.;)
. YfPt
r-e ... :
.. JO:;"
,. .. . ,:1Joibmufld·
.
(J.t/ork
p'l'iJ4stJ

1

.

...

':'.

·884 8tQae!>,'IIsy
SoU! h.PorHanq, .·MF.: 041011:

;.,··;W7~!?:T~~~::~ . :.

.

. .,:

.

-',

,',

• .:;>...

...

.

.

.

1~ Webster (corner East)··
Le;;visloh, ME04240 .

~O,i~7~4~38a1. :

CHOICES, from previous page

Do you feel pressured to become
sexually involved with anyone? Pagans and
Wiccans consider sexuality a sacred gift, and
support everyone's right to freedom of
choice in this area of life, especially the
freedom to say no.
Are you being asked for money? A class
that meets in a comnlercial space or works
from a book will reasonably require
partiCipants to pay for those things. But in
general, Pagan tradition holds that no one
should profit from teaching his or her faith.
Do the people who call themselves
leaders and teachers seem to live up to
those names? Do they follow through on
promises, make an effort to live by the
standards they set for others, and generally
act with courtesy? Do they seel'n to solve
more problems than they cause? Do they
seem to focus more on helping you learn and
grow, or on building their own reputations?
Other considerations: Isaac Bonewits, a
longtime Pagan leader and teacher, created a
"Cult Danger Evaluation Frame.'" The full
document is available in his book, Real Magic
or in many places on the Internet, including

It is both your right, and your
responsibility to use your ill.telligence in
choosing the people with whom. you want to
associate. Someone you like as a person inay
be wrong for you as a teacher. A group that
is right for your friend may not be for you.
You have the right to choose
differently from others, to walk away from
any situation in which you don't feel
comfortable and to act according to your
own ethics. If you can do this, then you are
mature indeed.

http://www.witchvox.com/basics/cuUawal.e.h.tml
A few of the questions it raises: .'

*

*
*
*

.

Are participants expected to conform to a
rigid view of reality?
Are jokes about the group not allowed?
Is there an unhealthy emphasis on
bringing new members into the group,
and on keeping people from.dropping
.out?
Does the group or leader seek to control
participants' access to others' opinions?

Summer Pagan Games
A gentleman named Fingle writes that
on Aug. 4,5, and 6 of 2000, the First NH~
Tailltean Games, a Pagan festival, will be
held in central New Hampshire. For more
information, see
http:Uhomepage.fcgnetworks.net/pmather/tailltea
n/Taill tean. html
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Starcat's Corner:
Reclaiming Faith
In a guided meditation this winter,
one bitterly cold night in the chilly basement
of the Unitarian-Universalist church in
Bangor, walking 'round an altar with a few
other women, I discovered something about
myself. The intent of the meditation was to
discern what is of ultimate value to you, to
find a thread of meaning that began in
childhood and that carries through as part of
your life to this day. The word that came to
me was trust. Trust in the universe; trust
that I would be provided for physically,
mentally and spiritually. When I mentioned
this to a wise friend, he COlTl.m~nteq, "l think
what you really mean by that is faith." .'
Faith, on the surface, seems a
beautiful and hopeful word. But it hasn't
always had a good connotation for me. It
seemed to be "faith, to the exclusion of logic"
or "faith, which removes your power and
surrenders it to an unknown force" or "faith,
which you use to prove that you. are superior
because you have it." Like religiolls groups
who refuse medical treatment for themselves
or, worse, for their children, because they
have "faith" their deity will heal them. Or'
leaving yourself awash in a blankness of
days, never progressing toward your goals,
or even acknowledging that you have them,
because your "faith" puts actionin the realm
of the gods alone. Or justifying cruelty and
disdain of others by saying they are "not of
the faith," intimating that one,s own brand of
faith is the only "true" one.
.
To the contrary, the faith that I have'
begun to embrace once again is both
empowering and expansive. It is the trust of
a child that the universe is on your side. You
feel that you are being watched over in a
kindly way and, knowing that, you can work
in partnership with the Divine. Now, I
embrace and consciously nurture my faith.
As I work toward my goals, on both spiritual
and physical levels, I purposefully put aside
doubt during the moments of challenge or
difficulty, and have faith that things will
. work out for the best.

Having faith means trying your very
best, but not in a stressful, harmful way. The
"letting go" that I feared when I was younger
comes easi~er as I mature. The abandoning of
the need for control can be a very liberating
experience. It m~ans taking a break to rest
when you need it. Not giving up, but
working with the natural cycles of energy
flow. It means not trying to stand in your
own way, conjuring up blockages, but
instead cultivating faith that solutions will
present themselves.
My belief in the immanence of the
Goddess and God means everyone and
everything is made up of Divine energy. So
it makes sense to have faith in each other. By
expecting people to show their best to you,
al~0 by showing them your best, you will
elicit a positive response more often than not.
Reclaiming my faith has brought me
comfort in times of trouble, and great joy
when I feel in harmony with the universe. I
now see faith differently: a connection to the
wellspring of life. Surrendering brings us
more power, not less, and it is a peacefut
aware power-from-within. To me, that is
indeed of ultimate value.

About This
Newsletter
This newsletter
comes out eight times a
year, around the Sabbats.
Literary, poetic and artistic
contributions are welcome,
as well as letters and
opinion pieces.
Please keep
submissions to no more
than two pages, doublespaced. Submissions sent
via disk or e-mail to
earthtides@celticweb.com
are preferred. Articles are
edited for spelling,
grammar and to fit
available space.
Subscribers' names,
addresses and other
personal information are
kept confidential except to
other network members.
EPN will aid in establishing
contact between
individuals if asked to do
so, but accepts no legal
responsibility for· the
results.
The deadline for the
Beltane issue is
Wednesday, AprilS, 2000.

Aesir to Zeus: Pagan Books and CDs
By Harper and Arwen

The Goddess Companion: Daily Meditations on the Fe111.i11.i11.e
Spi1'it, by
fatricia Monaghan.
..
.
This new Llewellyn book IS a 15 a compa11l0n ~olume to The
Goddess Path, which we reviewed last year. ThIS volume has
prayers from many cultures, as well as meditations on many
goddesses, organized as a day-by-day perpetual calen?ar. The
index can help you find goddesses by cul~ure ~nd subject, so
the book can double as a reference tool. Lzst pnce $14.95.

Hereditary Witchcraft, by Raven Grimas~i. Whil~ ~here are
probably as many varieties of Stre9~' ItalIan tradItIOnal.
.
Witchcraft as there are Italian famIlIes, noted author Gnmassl
has.pres81;ted .his own. family's traditiOJl in .grea~ de.pt~1; it
.
. won't cover the whole story, of course, but certamly gIves a
full picture front his family's perspective. Listpl'ice $14.95.
The Music of Gwydio11, 2CD set, by Gwydion Pendderwen.
File this under "H," for "high time somebody took care of tt!'.'
Gwydion, credited with bein~ the fi:rst to rec?rd Pag~n mUS1C
for a Pagan audience, has aC~Ieved llnmo~tahty by vIr~ue of
his songwriting and performmg talent. HIS. two recordIngs,
"Songs for the Old Religion" and "The Faene Shaman," homerecorded as they were, are absolutely indispensable classics,
and now they have been digitally remastered and release~ as a
double-CD set. The remastering seenl.S to have helped qUIte a
bit. Don't miss it! List price $22.98.
When Animals Speak, by Penelope Smith.
This is just the thing to read next if YO~l1iked T~d .Ar:drews'
book, A71.imalspeak. The author, ~ 101:gtlme specIal.lst m
interspecies telepathic commumcatlOn, prOVIdes m-~e.pth ~nd
thoughtful coverage of this little-knowl: aspect .of sp.Intuallty,
drawing from extensive personal expenence. Lzst pnce $14.95.

. Publications of Interest
Di Veteres: Kin of the Old Gods Newsletter, 497 Cumberland
. Ave., Apt. 5, Portland, ME 0410~ .
.
Maine Well-Being, Portland. Dlstnbuted free 111 many areas.
Horns and Crescent, P.O. Box 540622, Millis, MA 02054
Our Paga.n Times, New Moon New York, P.O. Box 1471, Madison Square
Station, New York, NY 10159

INVOCATION
By Arwen Evenstar

This is presented as a poem here, but was written as a song, to be performed by a High Priestess
starting each line and the High Priest joining after a four-beat rest.

Lady with the stars in Her hair,
Lord 'with th.e lea.ves in His hair,
Love in Her eyes,
Passion in His eyes,
Laughter on Her lips,
Laughter on His lips,
Be with us.
Lady with your belly full of life,
Lord with th.e seed in His loins,·
You Who cut the thread,
You Who guide the dead,
Life in Your hands,
Life in Your han.ds,
Be with us.
Lady of the dark of the m0071,
Lord of the deep forest grove,
Fire in the hearth.,
Hot su.mmer sun,
Keeper of mystery,
Keeper of mystery,
Be with us.

BE A PART .OF ErN
Stay connected with the community! Annual subscription is $11.00 for 8 issues of this newsletter.
(Full membership, which includes voting privileges and festival discounts, requires signing our
Standards; please contact us to obtain a copy.)
Name

E-mail address (optiori.al) :

Address -------~-----

o New full membership
City
State

_
Zip code

_

o Renewal

o Subscription only

Advertising in EPf\/N
What other publication will let you
advertise to hundreds of people who share
your interests for just $1 ? Sell your craft
products or unwanted items, let the world
know about your business, take out a
personal ad or seek Pagan contacts (for those
not listed on the Networking page) through
our Unclassified Ads.
Cost is $1 for 15 words, $1 extra for
each successive 15 words or portion thereof.
(Thus, a 16-word ad and a 3D-word ad each
cost $2.)
Here's some space to write your ad.
While we allow great freedom of expression,
we reserve the right to reject ads forany
reason.
Headline:

~

_

Text:

This ad is _ _ words long; I enclose $__
in payment.

Send to EPN, p.o. Box 64, E. Winthrop, ME
04343.
.
.
Business-card ads are $5 per issue, or
$35 per year including a subscription to the
newsletter. Larger ad sizes are available;
please write to us at the address above or email earthtides@celticweb.com for price and
size information.

Minutes of the Imbolc
Annual Mee-j-ing
By Marilyn

President Eric called the meeting to order at
1:35 pm on Saturday, Jan. 29., 2000, at the Hersey
retreat center. He thanked all thosepresent, and
expressedregrets that we weren't a larger group.
SeCl'etary's Rep0l't: Marilyn moved the
minutes from the previous annual meeting; Arwen
seconded, and the minutes were PASSED as
published. Marilyn then reported that, in keeping
with the bylaws, she had received census reports frOln
the three member groups of EPN, Watonah Grove,
Immanent Grove, and PanCraft.
She then reviewed the changes to the bylaws
that had been made since the previous Annual
meeting: 1) An Officer of the Council may, at his/her
discretion, be assisted on a temporary basis by a
member of EPN not on the Council in performing any
clerical duties..:oecessary,. including.record-kpe.pil1g,_
accounting, or any other service required, and 2)
. affinity groups (defined as three (3) or more adults
meeting regularly on a continuing basis in the
furtherance of any Pagan objective) may b~ full
member groups
of EPN, provided at least 50% of their membership are
EPN members. This
will allow for wider Council participation by having
more groups involved, as each member group
appoints a person to sit on the EPN Council.
Tl'easurel"s Rep01't: Aree then presented a
financial statement (a copy of which is with the
permanent records of the organiza tion). As of
1/29/00, we have a balance of $2,045.91 in EPN's
. account. Our chief sources of income are
subscriptions·
($885), donations ($523.15, which il1cludes vendor
income from booths), and $260 in advertising in the
newsletter. Given that revenues at the Common
Ground Fair have gone down for most participants in
the past 2 years, we are doing very well.
EPN has 38 members currently in good
standing (ie all paid \.lp) with 3 or 4 more slightly in
arrears (wi1llikely pay soon). There has been a slow
but steady increase in both revenues and
subscriptions to the newsletter since the Standards
were adopted, so they appear to have had no effect on
our membership numbers. At present we have a total
of 81 subscribers (which includes the 38+ members
who have signed the Standards), which is roughly
equal to previous years.
President's Report: Eric tl1en read a prepared
statement (see elsewhere in this newsletter).
Student Groups: Arwen, Lara, and Marilyn
expressed interest in helping the various Pagan
student groups at colleges and universities in the State
to contact one another and possibly organize events
jointly.
Newsletter: Aree reported on behalf of the
various members of the newsletter staff.
She said that thei were feeling ovenvhelmed and in
. need of help, and noted that an associate member (i.e.

one out of sta te) could certainly be involved in writing
the newsletter. We are now using recycled paper for
the newsletter, and are receiving an EXCELLENT
bargain on our printing costs.
The Imbo1c issue had a different look due to the fact
that several computer files didn't transfer correcl'1y
from one staff member to another; on hearing this,
several people commented lha l they preferred the
"open" look. Aree observed that the newsletter has
great hlfluence on what's said about EPN and how we
are seen as a community; she also said t1lat it takes
roughly 8 hours per issue to produce *after* the
templates have been created.
Following up on her comments in Council,
Arwen expressed concern tha tour
drop copies are not as effective as in the past. She felt
tha t the extra work should produce a benefit, and
suggested tha t we could query both the EPN list and
the MEP list to see if folks had suggestions on where
to place drop copies. We figured that the drop copies
cost roughly $39.48 per issue; at 8 issues a year, we
want to be sure they are. being effective.
Eric suggested we put a'poster containing event
information on our Web site and as people to print
out the poster and place them in their communities,
thus using the power of the Web. We agreed that
whoever does the events calendar would be the
logical person to make the poster.
.
Minors Pamphlet: Marilyn distributed the
material that had been collected so far to make the
leaflet for teens exploring Paganism. [Editor's note:
Some of that material appears in this newsletter,] We
still need a few sections before we have all that we
initially planned to put together. We wpuld like to
print up leaflets to have available for handouts at our
various fair engagements, and to post the material on
.
our Web page.
New Business: Marilyn reported on the
Council meeting held earlier that day.
TIle motion to purchase directors' insurance passed
unanimously, and Council members are seeking the
most economical option for this. The Council also
hopes to be involved in a multifaith group seeking
"greener" energy options in the state. The Council will
aim for 4 face-to-face meetings a year; .
.
the next one will be held at Spring Thing, April 21 to
23.
Fairs: Marilyn is investigating the possibility
of participating in the Maine Festival in Brunswick;
Lara offered to help. We would like to be able to have
a presence at the Cumberland and FryeLiurg fairs, but
we cannot spread ourselves too thinly.
Arwen and Eric offered to organize the
volunteers for this year's Common Ground Fair, but
hoped tha t someone else migh t offer to do it ins tead.
It was felt that the Full Circle Fair was getting smaller
each year, so tha t it was probably not fl good idea to
try and vend there in a large way, but we would
welcome anyone who was interested in organizing a
booth with literature, buttons, and bumper stickers.
Any kind of Earth Day jholistic fair tha t is
running would be a good place for an EPN presence,
and any member would be welcome to represent us;

we would supply the literature and EPN would pay
any booth charges at such an event.
Spring Thing will be run by Eric and Arwen
on April 21 through 23; it will feature fewer meetings
and more fun! Linda also offered to do a workshop
using her labyrinth, since she lives just up the road.
T-Shirts: We have about 25 of the grey Tshirts left CAree has then,). We thought a
contest to design a new T-shirt would be a useful
enterprise. We could also use someone to take or. a
bumper sticker project so that we could have EPN
bumper stickers; Eric pointed out that anyone doing
such a design for EPN professionally could write off
the expense as a tax deduction to a non-profit
organiza han.
2001 Events: We don't have to decide right
away on locations; we might look at Camp
Mechuwana again as an alternate location for Spring
Thing, given the increase in Hersey's rates this year.
Mechuwana provides meals as part of the experience,
done by the camp staff.
The m.eeting was.r.1.djo.uxned at 2:.55 pm..
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn
Recording Secretary, EPN
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President's Address
By Eric Robbins, delivered at the Imbolc Annual
Meeting of the EarlhTides Pagan Network

Earthtides lived in interesting times
this year. We have grown in number, with
more subscribers and members than ever
before -- however, several people have left,
unhappy. We began the year with the on-line
Council meeting closed to members, and
ended it with a more open list-serve. The
newsletter staff changed, and will certainly
change again. We have a new member
group, but two groups have left and one has
dissolved, not entirely without fireworks.
While the number of members and
subscribers has gotten larger, the relatively
small number of people who run weekend
retreats, organize our outreach"activities.. and
publish its newsletter has gotten a little
smaller.
Some representatives of the Pagan
community at large in Maine will meet soon
to define what the community i1\Tants from an'
umbrella organization like this one.
However, like all of you, the Council has
meticulously and repeatedly scrutinized
¥PN's ~ylaws and standards with an eye to
Improvmgtroublesome areas without
undermining EPN's legal soundrless, and
some changes have been made already. A
recent amendment to the bylaws, ,opened up
membership opportunities to more types of.
groups, such as student organiza~ions, studygroups, and Pagan chess-clubs (1~ey, you
never know).
.
The main event of 1999 for'EPNhas
been this extell.ded period of self~
examination, and I would like to say that
we're done with it, but that is probably not
the case. A few members and subscribers
have been compiling a proposal for a ';
comprehensive rewrite of the standards.
Others are trying to define EPN's mandate.
Discussion, one can only hope respectful and
productive discllssion, will almost certainly
co.ntinue. What I have to say today is simply
'j

,

'

thlS:

While not sh.ott-changing any viewpoints,

can. we somehow avoid missi11.gthe f01'est fo1'
the t1'ees? .

EPN has for over. ten years been E\
positive, innovative force for Pagan life in
Maine. At least partly due to its efforts,
Pagan activity here has increased many
times over. When it began, the typical Pagan
in this state knew personally four or five
others. When it began, Chicken Street
Lammas was the only regular Pagan event
going on here, and there had never been a
state newsletter. When it began, Seven
Ravens and Circle Trianon were the only
covens meeting that we know of.. While EPN
is certainly not directly responsible for all of
the growth in the community and all of the
events that have sprung up, it has certainly
been a catalyst for much of that growth and
change. As long as we continue to try new
things, go new places, and educate the public
about Paganism in new ways, this wilT
continue to be true..
On the other hand, if we allow our
critical self-examination to take virtually all
of our time and energy, we will no longer be
effective as a networking force, and we will
no longer be a catalys,t for and an initiator of
good works.
I think we need two things. We must
reserve enough energy for positive work,
and again begin finding positive work to do.
We also must get more people involved in
that work. We have a newsletter because
somebody said, "I can do that." We have EPN
T-shirts and a Web site because somebody
said, "I can do that." While it's not an EPN
function, we have MEP [the Maine Pagan
Mailing List] because somebody said, "I can
do that." We have participated in multi-faith
services, and have created these weekend
retreats, are creating an informative package
for interested minors, have donated Pagan
books to Maine's police academy, have
presented Paganism at a high school's
Diversity Day because, well, you get the
picture.
While fine-tuning the bylaws and
standards is occasionally necessary, we
.'
should continue to find these other great and
fun things to do, then go ahead and do them.
That is the purpose of EPN, and that is what
will keep us growing to keep up with the
growth of our conununity.

SPRINC THINe
EPN is pleased to announce the third
annual Spring Thing Pagan Retreat, which
will be held at the same location on the coast,
from 5 p.m. on Friday, April 21, through 4
p.m, Sunday, April 23. A Beltane ritual,
outdoor fun, bardic circle, games, and
workshops will be scheduled, plus lots of
time to just relax with fellow Pagans. EPN's
Council will hold a brief m.eeting.
Each meal is the responsibility of a
group of three to four people who plan,
prepare, serve, and clean up. Each paid
participant 11 or older will have a meal
assignment. Children 10 and under are not
guaranteed a bed, so plan on bringing a
sleeping bag/mat or sharing a bed with
them.
Don't wait too long; space is limited to
25 registrants 11 and older, with brave
tenters being additional, so we'll return
registrations after that number has been
reached!
,
Send the accompanying form with
payment to EPN, P.O. Box,161, East '
'Winthrop, ME, 04343.
Confirmation, directions and meal
assignments will be sent bye-mail unless
otherwise requested.
For further information, e-mail
Harper and Arwen at applebooks@ctel.net or
call them at 377-3967.
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Note to Adver1-isers
This newsletter has changed editors
more than once in the past year or so, and
some ad files may have become degraded in
print quality.'
If yours looks like it could use spiffing
up, please send us a new one! We prefer files
in EPS format, sent via e-mail to
earthtides@celticweb.com, but we can scan
paper or work with other computer formats.
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E. Winthrop, ME 04343
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