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A Samhain Ghost Story

Inside this issue:

I love a good ghost story, especially
when it involves a ghost I have personally encountered. Since the veil is thin
at Samhain, it seems like a good time to
gather around, turn down the lights, and
share ghost stories. Here’s my offering.

found I was continuously being awakened by the sensation of something
jumping on the foot of my bed, something small like a cat. Sometimes I
would feel a slight pressure on my legs
as though it were leaning against me.
Countless times I would switch on the
A friend of mine has a fine old
light and look under the bed for the cat
house in Bangor, a turn of the century
affair with oak woodwork, stained glass I had failed to evict, but never could
transom windows, and a
lovely tiled fireplace, not
far from Stephen King’s
mansion, in fact. I stay
there during the week
while I work in Bangor,
and I have my own bedroom on the second floor
at the back of the house.
Now, the story I am about
to relate only makes sense
if you understand that I
am a very light sleeper, and I am easily
awakened by the slightest movement or
sound.
My friend has three cats. I like cats.
I have one of my own, a muscular black
male who catches rodents by night and
naps in my office chair by day, wedged
in between me and the chair back. As I
said, I like cats, and my friend’s cats
like me. However, I always make a
point of removing them from my bedroom in the evening where they invariably congregate so they won’t bother me
while I sleep. Despite this precaution, I

find anything. It was becoming annoying, and
creepy.
One day I mentioned
these occurrences to my
friend, who replied, “oh
yes, I get that too. I always think it’s one of my
cats, but sometimes it
happens when there’s no
cat on the bed. Maybe
it’s old Loren.” Loren, I learned, was
the cat who lived in the house when she
bought it. The previous owner had
died, leaving the old cat, and she had
agreed to keep it on instead of sending
it to the animal shelter. I had done the
same thing myself years ago when I
inherited a sixteen year old blind tabby
who came with the house I was renting.
She lived to be twenty-two, and was a
sweet and devoted companion. Loren,
however, turned out to be a resentful
and pugnacious housemate who relentlessly marked his indoor territory and
(Continued on page 4)
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Starcat’s Corner: Touching the Ancestors
As the Wheel of the Year winds down and the
earth prepares to sleep, it’s time to turn our thoughts
to Samhain. Traditionally, this is a holiday when
Pagans honor our ancestors and beloved dead, while
the veil between the worlds is thin and the dark
nights grow longer. Often this means cooking their
favorite foods and setting a place for them at the
Samhain feast. But what are some other ways to
honor and connect with those who have crossed
over?

gathering, I discovered that the cat symbol I have
drawn since I was a kid (and which contributed to my
choice of Pagan name) came from times I spent
drawing with my Mom’s favorite eccentric aunt,
when I was really little. I’ll certainly be honoring
Great Aunt Ruby as part of my Samhain ritual this
year!

You can also, with a little research, discover
something new about your family’s culture of origin.
Go beyond the stereotypes of what it means to be of
If you have friends or family members who have French or Celtic or African descent, perhaps unearthpassed away within the past few years, perhaps you ing an old song or folk tradition that you can use in
wish to create something new to honor their memory. your Samhain celebration. Or dig a bit deeper, and
Writing a poem or song, embroidering a wall hang- discover the reason *why* a particular custom or tradition was handed down as part of the culture’s lore.
ing, or building a rock garden
Many of us also honor spiritual ancestors, who
are some examples of a creative tribute. Use your imagi- may or may not be blood-related. Who are those who
nation, and as you work, fo- went before, whose lives have brought meaning to
your own? Women during the Burning Times? The
cus on happy memories of
anonymous “conductors” for the Underground Railtimes you spent with your
loved one. If you like, charge road? Native Americans who walked this land centuyour creation in sacred space, ries ago? Find a way to honor them this Samhain,
perhaps leaving an offering in the woods or garden.
dedicating it to the spirit of
Find or create a piece of jewelry to wear as a tribute
the person it’s made for.
to them, or burn a candle on your altar in their memAnother way to honor
ory, on the days leading up to Samhain.
your ancestors is to find out
There are many ways to honor our beloved dead.
Samhain is an especially good time to do so, but it’s
new things about them. Ask your elders about people in your family or community you were too young also important to remember them throughout the
Wheel of the Year. Perhaps you could set up an altar
to know or remember. You may discover many
or shrine of photographs and special items passed
funny or poignant stories by asking questions and
(Continued on page 3)
then sitting back and just listening. At a recent family

About the EarthTides Pagan Network
The Maine Pagan community is diverse, independent and
geographically distant. We worship in groups or alone, but
sometimes need contact and a shared forum to express our
ideas and concerns for this community.
The EarthTides Pagan Network was established in 1989 as
a support resource for Maine Pagans. All solitaries and
groups are welcome to join.
A subscription to this newsletter is available for a suggested
donation of $11.00 per year. Single copies may be obtained

by sending a $1.50 donation and a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343.
E-mail: epn@maine.rr.com

Submission deadline for the
Yule, 06 issue is Nov. 3, 2006.
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Aesir to Zeus :

Book Reviews by Arwen Evenstar

Creating Circles and
Ceremonies: Rituals
for All Seasons and
Reasons, by Oberon
Zell-Ravenheart and
Morning Glory ZellRavenheart is an interesting collection of material to use in putting
rituals together. There
are song lyrics (though
no music for them), poems, invocations, circle
castings, rites of passage, complete sample rituals (Church of All Worlds
tradition) for Sabbats, Esbats, and special occasions...lots of material here, though the arrangement
can sometimes be daunting. New Page, $14.99.

Dragonlore by Ash
"LeopardDancer" DeKirk
is the first in a series of
books presenting material
from the Grey School of
Wizardry. The author has
brought together lots of
dragon lore in a single
book, with sections on
dragons from each region
on the world, dragon
myths of many cultures,
dragons in the modern
world (gaming, literature,
and film), and a good bibliography for further study.
If you work with dragons, you'll want to check out
this book. New Page, $14.99.

Starcat: Ancestors (Cont’d)

Experience Hypnosis In The
Comfort and Privacy Of Your Home
9 titles to choose from!

(Continued from page 2)

down from past generations. Or simply send them a
prayer, song, or mental “thank you” when you think
of them. By remembering our ancestors and paying
tribute to them in some way, we continue the thread
of love and magick woven through the tapestry of our
lives, passing it along eventually to those who come
after us, and continuing the legacy of our evolving
spirituality.
Blessed Be!

Becoming the Goddess, Sleep, Memory
Intuition, Spirit Contact and more!
By: Janet I. Decker, C.Ht.

Endorsed by Ann Moura,
author of Green Witchcraft
I, II, and III

Unconditionally Guaranteed when purchased
from

www.Hypnotherapyservices.com

About the EarthTides Pagan Network News
This newsletter comes out eight times a year, around the
Sabbats. Literary, poetic and artistic contributions are welcome, as are opinion pieces. Please keep submissions to no
more than two pages, double-spaced. Please submit on disk
or e-mail to anu_dudley@umit.maine.edu
Subscribers' names, addresses and other personal information are kept confidential except to other network members.
EPN will aid in establishing contact between individuals,
but accepts no legal responsibility for the results.

All signed articles and artwork are the property of their
creators, and ads are the property of our advertisers; these
may not be used elsewhere without permission.
All other content is copyright © 2006 EarthTides Pagan
Network, all rights reserved. The EarthTides Pagan Network News and the EarthTides name and "Moon-overMaine" logo are copyright © 2006 EarthTides Pagan Network, and may not be used without written permission of
the EPN Council.
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A Samhain Ghost Story (Continued)
(Continued from page 1)

bullied her other two cats. Finally my friend, with
great reluctance, had him put to sleep. Afterward, as
I had come to experience, he apparently returned to
take up residence as feline ectoplasm.
While I felt sorry for the old cat-ghost, I also valued my sleep. I tried reasoning with him. I left
magically-charged catnip in the far corner of the
bedroom to tempt him away from the bed. But nothing worked. Every so often I would be awakened by
that now-familiar pounce on the foot of the bed. Finally, I decided to exorcise him. Oh sure, I can just
hear all of you cat-lovers out there with your little
gasps of protest! Poor old cat-ghost! He was there
first! He just wants some affection! Well, what
about me? I just want to get a
good night’s sleep uninterrupted by ghost trounces! I
explained to Loren what I was
going to do, but he seemed not
to care.
Over the next several
weeks, I prepared for the banishing ceremony. I made a
purple bed cover, embroidered
with black moons and stars. I
made a rattle of seashells and
pebbles, tied with purple ribbon. I collected thyme from
my garden and made it into a small wreath, and made
a woven wand of rosemary stems. I bottled up some
sea water, all while charging each object and substance with my intention to have a serene, cat-free
sleeping space. Finally, in the waning moon, I was
ready.
I cast a circle that filled the entire room and lit
candles at each quarter and at the center, which happened to be the middle of the bed. I sprinkled salt,
powdered herbs, and sea water. Then I smudged the
room and rattled my way around the perimeter. I told
him to leave my room and go to a place that was loving and welcoming. Then I took my ceremonial
broom and swept around the whole room and out the

door. I placed the thyme wreath under the bed and put
the rosemary wand on the foot of the bed where Loren
always jumped. Finally, I said good bye to Loren and
opened the circle. The atmosphere was noticeably refreshed, and I was looking forward to a peaceful night.
But just to make sure, before turning out the light that
evening, I decided to shield myself. Just in the very
last second before I completely closed the shield
around me, I saw a large black and white cat leap at
that tiny sliver of an opening, trying to get inside! I
slept fine that night, and the next day I asked my
friend, “what did Loren look like?” She said he was a
big, fat black and white cat who always demanded to
have his own way. Well, that was Loren alright!
Loren the ghost-cat hasn’t jumped on my bed for
over a year now, but I still sense
him in the room. I guess he
means to stay, since I apparently
wasn’t completely successful in
convincing him to find his highest good elsewhere. But I will
say this: he seems to have
learned to respect boundaries. I
think he currently sleeps on the
blanket that I put on the floor for
him over by the closet. Or perhaps he has just learned how to
pussy-foot. Good kitty!
Boo!
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Green Witch: Summoning Spirits
Not for the merely curious, this practice should only be done by
those fully experienced in grounding and shielding. That said, if you
need to “see” a ghost in order to accomplish a magical working, here are
some herbal allies for your work.
Althea (Althea officinalis), or more familiar to us as the many types
of mallow that grace our gardens, is highly valued in Voodun as a
“spirit-puller,” to bring good spirits into your magical circle when it is
placed on your altar. By Samhain, however, my mallow has ling since
been frosted, so during the summer I cut several long stems with flowers
in full bloom and hang them upside-down in my garden shed to dry. I
strip the dried leaves an flowers and either powder them or use them as
potpourri for the altar.
If you don’t have access to Althea in any of its forms, you can get
anise seed from the grocery story. When properly charged and placed in
a black bowl on your altar, anise seeds also work well
in calling forth spirits.
But how will you “see” them when they arrive?
Wormwood (Artemisia absinthum) is an herb that is
burned to call spirits, with the added quality of giving
ghosts a medium – the smoke – in which to materialize.
You’ll need quite a lot of dried wormwood to make
enough of a steady stream of smoke for a good visualization. Fortunately, wormwood grows into quite a large

Althea

sized bush, at least in my garden in Central Maine,
and it also self-seeds, so there is always plenty. A
note of caution: some people are sensitive to artemisia smoke. If this is the case with you or anyone in your circle, it is better to burn it out of
doors.
May Spirit bring you what you need.
Marigold

Kitchen Witch: Essence of Squash Soup
At Samhain, we honor the spirits who have
passed on, but how do we feed them at this feast?
We need a dish that readily releases its warmth and
richness into the air so it can be transferred to and
absorbed by those spirits who are present. What better dish than a hot soup redolent of butter and spice?
Be sure to stir the soup deosil to draw in the spirits,
and keep it hot so it releases its offering to your noncorporeal guests.
3 Tbsp. butter
1/4 cup milk
1/4 cup plain yoghurt
1/4 tsp. salt
1 large onion
1/4 tsp. pepper
5 cups sweet potatoes, peeled and cubed
1 acorn squash, peeled, seeded, and cubed

1 3/4 cups chicken broth 1/2 tsp. nutmeg
Heat butter in skillet over medium and saute onion til golden. Add sweet potatoes, squash, and
broth. Simmer, covered, til tender (25 minutes). By
increments, blend cooked vegetables and yoghurt
together. Return to skillet, add salt, pepper, and nutmeg. Stir in milk. Heat through and serve with dollops of sour cream, a dash of nutmeg, and a sprinkle
of toasted almond slivers. Prepare a steaming bowl
for your ghost visitor. Adapted from The Wicca
Cookbook.
Blessed be,
Marigold

Page 6

EarthTides Pagan Network News

Common Ground Fair—2006
Common Ground Country Fair this year was a
little wet, but a wonderful time. Friday dawned bright
and cold, warming through the day. Saturday and
Sunday were warmer, though wet. This gave extra
incentive for some folks to join us at the chairs in our
first time ever double booth. (Thanks to Arwen for
making all the arrangements!)

with the rest of us at the talk.
Several also joined us at the booth for some impromptu singing of ancient Pagan hymns and hers.
Our songs were well appreciated by many from other
booths, and it was a great joy. Thanks again to all of
you who made it great! Blessed Be, Fred Griffith

In addition to our (double) booth, a few stalls
down our tent held a booth sponsored by the Temple
of the Divine Feminine in Bangor. Our own Editor in
Chief, Anu Dudley, was the coordinator of this booth.
I think it was great to be able to have so much greater
presence at the fair this year. (And the Temple folks
had an incredible three foot tall statue of the “Venus
of Willindorf” on display.)
Harper made quite a hit with his headgear. We
explained that it came from the rare Fire Deer, which
grazes only in areas that have been recently hit by
fire, thus leading to it’s distinctive skull shape.*
It was fantastic to see so many folks again, especially those we see so rarely. Some folks we see only
at Common Ground and/or Beltane so it is really special to be able to spend time with each of you.
Some of you joined us in our talk Saturday afternoon. While the size of our crowd was down, we suspect it was related to the weather. Thank you each
for sharing your thoughts, experiences and wisdom

EPN T-Shirts
EPN has a few more of our
beautiful T-Shirts available
for sale. This design includes
the original EPN logo and is
available in Birch, Sand and
Natural. If the size or color
are gone, we will get one
printed for you! $15.00
S,M,L,XL
$17.00 2X Order now!
Please add: $4.00 shipping
E.P.N. P.O. Box 161,
E. Winthrop, ME 04343.

Will’s

Copy Center
Fax / Internet Access

Will Bradford

Graphic Design

U

Color Copies

P

Copies

30 York St.
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-985-1847

* Don’t believe that, he really got the antlers from
an antique shop! Ed.
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Urban by Nature: The Dark Part Of The Year
And so we enter the dark part of the year...
For most of Maine the harvest is complete. The
work of winter preparation, such as the canning of
foods and the hanging of storm windows, is also
likely done. The sun sets noticeably earlier (even
more so after the changing of the clocks back to Standard Time at the end of October) and frosty mornings
are common. I see hats and scarves appearing on fellow pedestrians. These days I awaken to darkness
and my walk to work is in the light of dawn; from
now until Imbolc my walk home will take place in the
dark. Natures begins its winter slumber.

weather. With more time indoors my I can take on
larger projects that I do not have time for in the Summer. I start to plan my projects in September, yet
another winter preparation. Blankets and sweaters
can be quite sweaty when spread across my lap in
July but in November, it is welcome warmth.

I am a writer too
and I have kept a
journal since I was
about nine years old.
In looking back at
them, year after year,
This time of year the pace of my life slows down. I find abundant writMy personality does not lend itself to doing this. For
ings from November to about March, where the rest
most of my adult life I have preferred to be busy
of the year there can be gaps of a month or more bemost of the time. If I was not busy it meant that I
tween entries. Apparently this pattern has been one I
must be missing something that needed to be done. It
have had for most of my life. Creation, through writhas only been in the past year that I have made a coning and crafting, is what feeds and rejuvenates my
scious effort to try to slow my life down. Perhaps
spirit.
one of the reasons that I have always looked forward
This weather and
to Winter so much is that I am not really given a
light enforced slowchoice in the matter.
ing down is one of
I live in the city and as such I do not need, and do the benefits of living
not own, a vehicle. Thus, my excursions outside this in a four season clitime of year are greatly effected by the light and the
mate. The pace of
weather. I begin to consolidate errands even more
life is often so fast
than usual so that I can do them at the brightest and
warmest part of the day. This is often my lunch hour that we do not take time we need to feed our spirits.
As Natures take the time to rest and revive for the
at work, which is fine with me as it gets me outside.
coming coming Spring, so too do we need to take
Food slows down this time of year as well. The
time from our lives to slow down and rejuvenate.
stew pot is almost never in the cupboard for long.
The dark time of year provides that to us whether we
We try to eat seasonally and locally as much as we
desire it or not. So why not embrace it and accept
can and this time of year root vegetables begin to be
the gift of rest that Nature gives us?
the most common item available. Soups and stews
Rest well.
Joie Grandbois
are a winter menu staple for us. These are foods that
take more time to prepare and cook. The washing
Joie Grandbois is a writer, pagan and activist who
and chopping of vegetables. The slow simmering and lives in Portland, Maine with her partner and their
stirring of broth. The cooler temperatures bring the
three furry babies. She writes a companion blog to
oven into use more often, and the smell of homemade this column, also called Urban by Nature. It can be
bread, cookies or pie are common aromas.
found at http://urbanbynature.blogspot.com. Please
Cold temperatures also allow me to work on crochet projects that are simply too warm for summer

stop by for a visit!
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The End of Tolerance?
To what extent can modern humans continue to
safely tolerate religious expression?

human conflict.”

Harris says that liberal ideas of tolerance—that all
Sam Harris, author of The End of Faith: Religion, faiths are equally valid—prevents us from criticizing
Terror, and the Future of Reason, and a sequel, pubother faiths, no matter how dangerous or deluded. This
lished this year, Letter to a Christian Nation argues that makes it hard to speak clearly or truthfully about scripour religious differences have become unacceptably
tures such as the Bible and the Koran. “Our fear of prodangerous in light of our advances in the art of warfare voking religious hatred has rendered us incapable of
criticizing ideas that are now patently absurd and inand killing.
creasingly maladaptive. We can no longer afford the
Harris argues that it is impossible to “...draw solace
luxury of such political correctness.”
and inspiration from a particular spiritual tradition and
yet remain fully committed to tolerance and diversity.”
He calls for human kind to throw out the untestable
He says that, as long as a Christian believes that only
superstitions and tribal hatreds of our ancestors as exhis baptized brethren will be saved on the day of Judg- pressed in modern religions. These “superstitions” are
ment, he cannot possibly respect the beliefs of others.
what lead Christians “...to use irrational arguments
Because of this, it is unlikely that we will heal the divi- about a soul in the 150 cells of a 3-day old human emsions in our world by increasing opportunities for inter- bryo to block stem cell research that might alleviate the
suffering of millions. In Africa, Catholic doctrine uses
faith dialogue.
tortured logic to actively discourage the use of condoms
According to Harris, in the
in countries ravaged by AIDS.” These “Tribal Hatreds”
US, 22% of the population are
lead to clashes between Arabs and Israelis, Protestants
CERTAIN that Jesus is coming
and Catholics, Muslims and Hindus.
back in the next 50 years, and
“Religious faith simply is an unjustified belief in
another 22% think that it's
likely. For this to happen, how- matters of ultimate concern.” Yet our religious and culever, the biblical “End Times” tural traditions tell us that certain beliefs, which have no
would have to occur. "End time evidence whatsoever, are the most sacred. Most religthinking," Harris says, "is fun- ions have “canonized a few products of ancient ignodamentally hostile to creating a rance and derangement and passed them down to us as
primordial truths.”
sustainable future." It won’t be long before almost anyWe forget that many religious beliefs represented
one could make weapons of mass destruction. Harris
attempts by scientifically ignorant societies to make
believes that our religious differences will just lead to
sense of their world—for example, the Black Plague
ignorance and slaughter.
was believed by religious authorities to reflect God’s
Harris also attacks Islam saying that, “aspiring mar- wrath at human sin, when in reality the disease was betyrs do not make good neighbors.” He goes on to say
ing spread by rats and fleas.
that, "martyrdom in Jihad is not a fringe doctrine; it is
“Faith unhinges people from the truth,” says Harris.
believed by millions of Muslims." It's not a question of
It
causes
them to believe that non-believers worship the
ignorance. According to Harris, two-thirds of al Qaeda
“Devil”,
that
the world is only 6000 years old, or that
operatives are college educated.
Hurricane Katrina was God’s response to homosexualMost people [who practice Monotheistic religions
ity and Gay marriage.
ed.] believe that the “Creator of the Universe” wrote a
Harris sees religion as an all or nothing proposition.
book telling people how to live. Unfortunately, there are
In
Letter
to a Christian Nation, Harris writes, “Either
many books that claim divine authorship, and each
Christ
was
divine or he was not.” Either the basic docmakes incompatible claims about how we all must live.
trine of Christianity is false or it is not. “In the fullness
“The belief that certain books were written by God
leaves us powerless to address the most potent source of
(Continued on page 9)
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The End of Tolerance? - Continued
(Continued from page 8)

of time one side is going to win this argument and the
other side is going to lose.”
Harris also paints religion with a very broad brush.
When he says that “Most people believe that the Creator
of the Universe wrote a book telling people how to
live,” he is describing narrow minded monotheistic religions as if they were the only option available. He further makes the mistake to think that the old Gods are no
longer considered credible, claiming that, “Words like
‘God’ and ‘Allah’ must go the way of ‘Apollo’ and
‘Baal’”.

Harris suggests that we explore these experiences with
open minds, uncontaminated by the dogmatism and
rigidity of our previous religious traditions.
One might ask how Harris proposes that we determine which religious claims are delusionally irrational?
How would we decide which religions are allowed to
prosper and which should be limited?
Our country holds great pride in our “freedom of
religion”. We showcase this as an example to other
countries, even as members of influential religions in
this country work to undermine it.

Limits on freedom of religion in the past have focused on small, fringe groups. With the political connections the radical religious right has at this time, all
of the rest of us might be considered fringe groups. As
such, the rest of us may be subject to more limitations
Harris feels that the baggage carried by all religions than those who practice more fundamentalist and ponegate any possibility of allowing tolerance and or mod- tentially violent religions.
eration to carry the day. As an example, he asks what
There are no easy answers, but the actions we take
our response will be when fundamentalist Christians
will matter. Being respectful of other religions does not
quit ignoring the teachings in Deuteronomy 13:7–11,
require us to allow ourselves to be abused, to remain
which require believers to kill anyone who follows a
silent, or be intellectually dishonest. There is nothing
different God. How long can we safely afford to allow
that requires us to accept violence in the name of religevery human being to believe whatever he wants about
ion or that prevents us from taking vigorous action
God?
when there are threats to our spirituality, our environ-

Harris says that, “...the very ideal of religious tolerance—born of the notion that every human being should
be free to believe whatever he wants about God—is one
of the principal forces driving us toward the abyss.”

Like those he criticizes, Harris seems to look at religious texts literally, rather than seeing them as literature
reflective of their time; possessing figurative and metaphoric language. While he says we need to stop killing
others over ancient literature, he does not seem to realize that humans are capable of reinterpreting and/or experiencing the traditions of the past within the context of
our current times. Perhaps this is why he thinks that
Apollo and Baal belong only to the past.
While Harris rails against religion, he acknowledges
that humans have deep emotional and spiritual needs for
a sacred dimension to our existence that “no mere understanding of our world (e.g., through science) will fulfill. These needs are poorly addressed by mainstream
religion and at a terrible price.” He feels that humans
can have spiritual and mystical experiences which allow
them to transcend their identities and find deeper connection with the universe without becoming delusionally irrational or making arrogant and exclusionary
claims about the unique sanctity of any text or dogma.

ment, or our world.
The challenge is to remain in a respectful relationship with those who oppose us. We must remember
that our own beliefs are not “facts”, and that our socalled adversaries are human, too.
Whenever I have found myself in a confrontational
situation, I have found it most effective to try to understand the other person’s point of view, and then to ask
questions about it rather than to try to drill my own
views into their heads. When we can find something
we have in common, we are each undemonized and we
can start to build a relationship.
We are in this world together, and although I can
probably not prove it enough for Sam Harris, I believe
that we have chosen these lives to learn something
from each other; to gain a larger perspective.
That which we do to others, will return three-fold.
Blessed Be; Fred Griffith
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Calendar of Events
NOTE: If you'd like your event included in our calendar of events, please send us an e-mail, with Calendar Listings as the subject, to
grove@ctel.net before the deadline for the issue in which you'd like it listed. Each issue of the newsletter lists the next deadline on the front page.
If you would like an extra copy of this calendar to post on a public bulletin board, please feel free to photocopy it freely. If you know a business in
your area which would like to post one, please send the information to the above e-mail address and we'll add it to the mailing list.
As a service to the Pagan community, we seek to list as many events as possible that would be of interest to Maine Pagans. You need not be a
member of EPN, or even a subscriber to this newsletter, to list an event here. All we ask is that events be non-profit -- that is, that any fees for
participating not exceed the reasonable cost of putting on the event -- and submitted to us by e-mail or post by the publication deadline. (Those
planning for-profit events are welcome to avail themselves of our very affordable advertising opportunities.)
We make no claim as to the value or safety of any of these events, and caution our readers to rely on their own best judgment when assessing
any situation, particularly those involving strangers. That said, we also encourage you to participate in as wide a spectrum of the Pagan community as you can, both for your own enjoyment and because our community needs your positive energy and good fellowship.
October
22 New Moon
28 Open Samhain circle at Forest Sanctuary in Jay. Arrive after 5:00,
circle at 6:00, details from forestsanctuary@yahoo.com.
28 Mercury goes into retrograde. Yes, again! Count to ten before
hitting "send."
31 Samhain Eve
November
3-5 Elements of Magic: A Reclaiming Weekend Intensive, Hollis,
ME, Explore your personal relationship with the elements of
Air, Fire, Water, Earth and Spirit.
FMI: http://dirigoreclaiming.blogspot.com/
or Email: dirigoreclaim@earthlink.net
Full Moon
7

Election Day!

8

Gas and Oil special pricing ends.

17 Mercury Direct. Whew! Now the duct tape can come off...
20 New Moon
December
4 Full Moon
5 Saturn in Retrograde until April 19
16 Open Yule circle at Forest Sanctuary in Jay. Arrive after 5:00,
circle at 6:00, details from forestsanctuary@yahoo.com.
17 Saturnalia Begins.
17 Silver Cauldron's Yule at 4:00 in Saco. Details, RSVP, and Directions from oldelucy@maine.rr.co 207-282-1491 or
frausull@adelphia.net
20 New Moon
21 Yule (Winter Solstice)
24 Saturnalia ends. Now get back to work!
25 Feast of Sol Invictus.
January
3 Full Moon
18 New Moon

February
2 Imbolc and Full Moon (Cool, huh!?)
14 Mercury Retrograde until March 8. What do you mean, not again? Are
you trying to pick a fight?
15 Lupercalia. Awoooooo!
17 New Moon
March
3

Total Lunar Eclipse! Oh, and a Full Moon. What a coincidence!

Monthly Events
Beans, Leaves & Deities: Pagan Coffee Chats – 2nd Saturday’s September 2006 – April 2007, 2 – 5 p.m., New Portland Church, Portland, ME. Coffee, tea and meet other Southern, Maine Pagans. All Pagan paths are welcome. Our goal is to provide a safe, fun and welcoming space for local Pagans to meet, network, share ideas and enjoy a cuppa. One hour topical
discussion followed by social time. FMI: call 671-4292, jgrandbois@gwi.net
www.beansleavesdeities.blogspot.com
Open Circles in Lubec, Third Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM. Circle
meetings are open to all like-minded individuals. Different subject each month.
For details & directions, call733-4999.
Druidry/Pagan Practice and Training, Bar Mills. For further information,
contact Kevin at shazthod@sacoriver.net. These are two-hour sessions, held
one Sunday afternoon per month, and open to beginners and more advanced
practitioners; participants of all Pagan paths are welcome.
Pagan Coffee Klatch, Quilting Bee and Clothing Swap. Gardiner. For
further information, contact Jani at fritti.cat@verizon.net.
Acorn Circle: 5:30-7:00 PM the fourth Wednesday of each month @ Sam’s
Restaurant in Lisbon Falls. Acorn Circle is an eclectic American Wiccan group
with degree training worships at Sabbats and Esbats. All training is free and
done entirely on a voluntary basis. To join the group and/or to get more info,
e-mail: vernalnox1@yahoo.com. Adults only.
Monthly Full Moon rituals in Phippsburg. Whispering Grove Labyrinth of
Spiritual Community is an open community not affiliated with any particular
tradition or religion. Contact: 207-389-2423 or labyrinth@whisperinggrove.com
Pagan Home-schooler's Each Wednesday before the full moon , a group
meets in Standish from 9:00 to Noon. call (207) 642-5045.
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Networking
The people and groups listed here are mentioned because they have done two things: They have volunteered to serve as
points of contact for those seeking Pagan community, and they have agreed to follow a set of basic rules of ethical conduct. Any
person or group may be listed here by subscribing to this newsletter and agreeing to those expectations; please contact EPN to
arrange such a listing.
EPN has no interest in serving as the "Pagan police," and explicitly supports the autonomy of each person and group in matters of faith, belief and worship. The Maine Pagan community encompasses a wide variety of people and practices, and seekers
are cautioned that any person or activity that makes you uncomfortable is probably wrong for you.
Groups and individuals who seek networking opportunities but are reluctant to sign the Standards are encouraged to take
advantage of our advertising columns.

AUGUSTA AREA
Bill and Johanna Chellis. Pantheists working with the circle, wheel and labyrinth. 685-3860

ONLINE RESOURCES

Temple of Brigantia. Wiccan group honoring the Goddesses and Gods of Britain and Rome. Offering open Full
Moon rituals and accepting selected candidates for apprenticeship. Jane/Cassius, 646-6634 or temple@janeraeburn.com
Circle of the Silver Cauldron, Atlantic. Eclectic Wiccan
coven emphasizing creativity and self-development. Great
Day celebrations open to the community. Contact Thea
or Harry, 282-1491 or oldewtch@maine.rr.com

Maine Pagan Clergy Association website,

EPN website http://www.earthtides.org
OXFORD HILLS AREA
Maine Pagan Forum.
Khyrohn Ni Mara. Eclectic Wiccan focusing on healing
http://www.mainepagan. com
through herbs and drumming. RR1 Box 2606, N. WaterMaine Pagan Resource Page,
ford, ME 04267. 583-4215.
http://www. janeraeburn.com/maine
PORTLAND/YORK COUNTY

SPECIAL INTERESTS
Deaf Pagans. I would love to meet Deaf adults who
are Pagan and other Pagan parents of Deaf children. Call
Ede, 353-6202 (V/TTY) or ede@clinic.net
Pagan Motorcyclist's. Maine chapter of “Ancient Riders”, For info: www.ancientriders.org

http://www.mainepaganclergy.org
Maine Pagan Mailing List, to join send blank email to mepagan-subscribe@egroups.com
EPN Mailing List (open to newsletter subscribers
only), to join send blank e-mail to:
earthtides-subscribe@egroups.com
Maine Pagan Politics List, to join send blank e-mail
to meppolitics-subscribe@egroups.com
On-line Locations of Pagans
List of voluntarily supplied Pagan folks in Maine.
Check it out, add yourself, meet some fellow Pagans
in your area! http://www.frappr.com/mep

Be a part of the EarthTides Pagan Network!
NAME: ______________________________________

ZIP CODE: ___________________________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________________
This is a (check one):

CITY:________________________________________
___ New membership
STATE: ______________________________________

___ Renewal

Mail to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343.

EPN
P.O. Box 161
E. Winthrop, ME 04343
www.earthtides.org

Get out there and VOTE Nov. 7th!
(Gas and Oil special pricing ends Nov. 8)

