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EarthTides Pagan
Network News
Living in Maine, Celebrating the Earth

Message from the President
Hello everyone,
I hope you’ve been enjoying the
Summer so far. BlackLion and I apologize for the tardiness of this Summer
edition of the newsletter. BlackLion’s
Dad passed away this summer, after an
illness of several months. Thus several
of our projects were put on hold for a
while. The deadline for the Fall issue is
September 1st, and we plan to have it
published within a couple weeks of that
date.

As we do each year, EarthTides will
host a booth at the Common Ground
Fair. We’re looking for volunteers to
help staff the booth and to give Tarot
readings during the Fair. Our “Tarot by
donation” table has been a wonderful
fundraiser these past few years. Also,
we’re asking folks who have public or
open events (such as rituals, classes, or
meet-ups) coming up this Fall (October
and beyond) to send us a flyer or brochure. We always have many folks asking at the booth about upcoming Pagan
events, and would love to help you publicize yours, while providing a service
to those seeking fellow Pagans in
Maine. Please send along your materials to us by September 15th, or bring a
stack to the booth at the Fair. Thanks!

I wanted to give you a couple of
EarthTides updates. First, Star Weaver
(whom some of you may know as Mary
MoonStar) has kindly agreed to serve
as the new Membership Coordinator!
She will be keeping track of membership dues, tracking renewals, and helpMany blessings for your harvests!
ing recruit new EarthTides members.
This is an area that has been neglected
Starcat
for a while, so it’s great to have her
President, EarthTides Pagan Nethelp with this important task.
work e
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View from the Aerie: What Was the Question?
by Cynthia “Raven” Grimm

more particular deities.

A friend posted a blog entry yesterday looking
for direction. She’s newly Pagan and trying to find
her way. Like many new Pagans, she’s digging her
way through books and talking to Pagan friends trying to get as much information as she can. She’s
seeking and feeling frustrated when information does
not appear to be available or accessible. I hear often
from members of our community, especially those
who are younger, that they are seeking a mentor,
teacher, classes, or other means of gaining more
knowledge about Pagan religion.

I look upon individual deities as elements of the
Divine. All of them together, along with the spirit of
our ancestors, and the spirit of all those living, are, to
me, the Divine. It’s like looking at our greater community. There are people and family units that can be
looked at individually, but combined together we are
a greater body and spirit. But that’s just my opinion,
and not necessarily the right one.

Most Pagans I know work with a variety of deities depending on the work being done. For instance,
if I’m looking for a new home, I’ll call upon Hestia.
If I’m doing a prosperity ritual, I’ll talk to Lakshmi.
Brigid is my primary deity to whom I am dedicated,
but she’s not the only one I work with or give my
respect. Some Pagans simply refer to “god and goddess” or just “goddess” rather than call upon one or

much about my world as I could. Once I had that
knowledge, and had connected with my Spirit
Guides, it became very clear who I am, where my
connections lie, and the general path I should be following (subject to change with little or no notice). I
asked questions and sought knowledge, and let my
path find me.

I never had a teacher or mentor. I had a friend
who is Buddhist who steered me toward the right
questions and encouraged me to find the answers.
Her questions at this time are about deities. Many Sure, I read the books (some good, some Buckland),
people who are new to the Pagan path (and even
but I never really got caught up in the idea of doing
some who have
what I’m
been on the path
“supposed” to
for some time),
do. I tried a coufeel pressure to
ple hierarchical
find “their” decovens early on
ity. I’ve heard
(when I still
members of our
thought that
community tellWicca was the
ing newer memonly brand of
bers that they
Pagan) and
need to seek out
quickly learned
their one or two
that rules &
deities, or at
regulations were
least a Pannot going to
theon. We’re all
work for me. I
supposed to
needed to do my
have one Patron
own exploration
(ess) that we follow and worship and are completely and figure out what I believe.
dedicated to, right? The answer is a resounding
I focused my attention on learning about every
“NO!!!” Not all Pagans are called to one particular
deity I could find information for and every spiritual
aspect of the Divine. And not all of us “worship”
practice ever written down. I wasn’t looking for the
anyone.
one that was “right” for me so much as learning as

(Continued on page 11)
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Beltane Tote-Bags and EPN Shirts—STILL ON SALE!
You saw them at Beltane, but maybe you didn’t
have enough money with you… Not to worry!
We still have some of our incredible “Beltane on
the Beach” organic cotton canvas tote bags celebrating 25 years of “Pole Dancing.” Better still,
NOW they are ON SALE!
The bag is larger than a paper grocery bag, measuring 18"wide x 17.5"high x 7"deep with 13"
handles. These are available for sale for only
$10.00.
Also, we still have a few of our beautiful EPN TShirts available for sale. These are also ON
SALE now for only $10.00 (existing sizes and
colors only).
Don’t want to wait until Beltane? Not to worry!
We can ship a bag or shirt to you for only $6.00.
If you want more than one item, just add $3.00
more shipping for each ordered more than one. (i.e. 1 costs $10.00 plus $6.00 shipping. Two would be $20.00 plus only $9.00
shipping. Three would be $30.00 plus $12.00 shipping. Get the picture?)
Send your orders now to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343. E-mail: epn@maine.rr.com. e

About the EarthTides Pagan Network
The Maine Pagan community is diverse, independent and
geographically distant. We worship in groups or alone, but
sometimes need contact and a shared forum to express our ideas
and concerns for this community.
The EarthTides Pagan Network was established in 1989 as
a support resource for Maine Pagans. All solitaries and groups
are welcome to join.
A subscription to this newsletter is available for a suggested donation of $11.00 per year for the electronic version

sent via e-mail and $15.00 to continue to receive the paper version (as of the Summer 2010 issue). Single copies may be obtained by sending a $1.50 donation and a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME
04343. E-mail: epn@maine.rr.com. e

Submission deadline for the Fall
edition is 9/1/11

About the EarthTides Pagan Network News
This newsletter comes out four times a year, around the
beginning of the seasons. Literary, poetic and artistic contributions are welcome, as are opinion pieces. Please keep submissions to no more than two pages, double-spaced. Please submit
on disk or e-mail to blacklion@felinedreamers.net.

sarily reflect those of the EarthTides Pagan Network, its officers, volunteers, or members. All signed articles and artwork
are the property of their creators, and ads are the property of our
advertisers; these may not be used elsewhere without permission.

Subscribers' names, addresses and other personal information are kept confidential except to other network members.
EPN will aid in establishing contact between individuals, but
accepts no legal responsibility for the results.

All other content is copyright © 2011 EarthTides Pagan
Network, all rights reserved. The EarthTides Pagan Network
News and the EarthTides name and "Moon-over-Maine" logo
are copyright © 2011 EarthTides Pagan Network, and may not
be used without written permission of the EPN Council. e

The opinions expressed by our contributors do not neces-
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Faerie Tidings: Vacationing at the Faerie Castle
invited to visit such an enchanting place. And this is
just the beginning of our fabulous summer vacation!
Atop a high stone tower, we survey with wide
eyes a vast view. Nestled between two snow-capped We are escorted to our suite, where our trunks await
us, delivered from the train station this morning.
peaks is a beautiful valley of grain fields – wheat,
rye, and barley among them. To the west, we can see Thanking our guide, who departs to parts unknown,
we nibble some fruit from the basket on the table,
the rippling waters of a mountain lake. To the east
and south lives a forest of pine, elm, oak, and maple fling open the heavy curtains to admire our view of
the lake, and take turns bouncing up and down on the
trees. We gasp as the winds whip our hair around,
four-poster velvet-covered bed.
finding that the view is quite breathtaking indeed.
After a rest we freshen up, adorning ourselves for
After we soak in the sights and the sun, our dithe evening’s festivities. We start enthusiastically
minutive guide beckons us deeper into the castle’s
interior. Tapestry upon tapestry adorn the cool gran- down the hall, then return quickly to retrieve the botite walls. Busts and vases play hide and seek among tles of honeysuckle-lavender cordial we made especially for Their Majesties. Our attendant rushes to
the nooks and crannies. We “ooh” and “ahh” over
keep ahead of us as she directs us to a meeting chamthe gold-framed portraits of the ancestors and the
ber
for tea and crumpets with the King and Queen.
knot-carved marble fireplaces. We lose count at
Our
excitement bubbles up so that we giggle and
around fifty-three rooms, knowing still more lie furtwirl as we await their imminent arrival. At last, with
ther within the castle.
a flourish of horns, the royal procession makes an
As our
entrance!
tour skirts the
We kneel,
perimeter of
and when
the huge
beckoned
kitchen, we
closer for inraise our eyetroductions,
brows in dewe bow
light at the
deeply and
smells of topresent the
night’s feast.
sparkling botOur patient
tles for their
guide ushers
approval. The
us onward
King, with a
before we
wistful nod,
have a chance
opens and
to ask for
samples our
samples. Beoffering.
fore we know
Handing the
it, we find
bottle
to the
ourselves in a
Queen with a
glassed-in
smile and a
greenhouse,
alight with a rainbow of flowers and scents. Stopping wink, he turns to us and thanks us eloquently. At
first, we stand in awe of our handsome King and
to smell each plant’s offerings, our noses become
delicate Queen, yet their easy manner soon has us
overwhelmed with sweet, spice, and bouquet.
by Starcat and BlackLion

We are thrilled down to our toes to have been

(Continued on page 12)
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Third Eye One

by Tracey L. Wright
I have attached a picture I created one pixel at a time. It grew into a political/Mother Earth creation.
There are crosses in the background but that does not indicate any malice towards Christians, I am not sure
why those came up (I put myself in a meditative trance while creating) except that to me it appears to be
somewhat of a grave yard and symbolize the death of old and birth of new. e
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Starcat’s Corner: Community and Connection
Some people worry that we are becoming distant
from one another through the use of new technology.
This spring I attended the amazing handfasting
and wedding of two wonderful Pagan friends. They I’ve actually seen it drawing communities closer together, particularly groups like Pagans. We are geoheld the handfasting ritual at their home in the late
graphically spread out, especially here in Maine, and
morning of a fine June day, followed by a wedding
ceremony and reception at a local event center a few it can be a challenge to find one another. Through
use of technology we can quickly spread the word
miles away. The entire day was a magickal experiabout a ritual or gathering, find like-minded friends
ence. There were Pagans from this community, as
well as friends and family from near and far. And it and meet up with them, and discover ways to help
was cool to see how they’d woven their commitment out with fundraisers for charities. In recent years,
pub moots and fireside gatherings have become more
to the community into every aspect of the event.
popular, and it’s
From the wedding
easier to discover
shirt the groom
where other Pagans
wore, made by a
are hanging out.
local Pagan seamby Starcat

stress, to the photographer they
hired, a wellknown high-quality
Pagan photographer, the couple
chose to support
their local Pagan
economy as they
celebrated their union.
I’m noticing
more and more these days that Pagans are supporting
the economy by choosing to buy from fellow Pagans.
I think it’s facilitated by the fact that we are so much
more connected. You can easily use social networking sites like Facebook to find out about the goods
and services being offered locally. And this desire to
support the community goes beyond those who we
know are fellow Pagans. Many Pagans are choosing
to support local businesses, from farms to tattoo
shops to soap makers. Even in the midst of a shaky
economy, people are willing to pay a bit more in order to support business owners they know personally, or to barter for goods and services. Word of
mouth (and keyboard) enables us to more easily find
organic farms, restaurants using fresh local ingredients, brand-new yoga studios, and independent bookstores run by people we can trust.

Still, there are
those who don’t
know where to
look for fellow Pagans, particularly
when they are just
starting out on the
path. Each year at
the Common
Ground Country
Fair, volunteers at
the EarthTides
booth hear from
those who are relieved and excited to find other Pagans. They are looking for groups in their area, and
often it’s a challenge to find covens who are accepting new members. Still, we now have more resources
to refer them to in their search – e-mail lists, websites, and online gathering places.
New organizations like the Eastern Maine Pagan
Pride Association are particularly good at taking advantage of new technology. They have used Facebook to spread the word about their activities and
often hold meetings in virtual chatrooms, in order to
allow more folks to attend. When they hold an event,
such as the photo shoot for the calendars they sell as
fundraisers, they get Pagans from all over the state
driving many miles to participate. It’s not just the
(Continued on page 11)
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Making The Fifth Sacred Thing Movie - A Magical
Experiment
by Starhawk

frame reality for us, telling us what is possible and
showing us how a hera/o might act. Shit happens -but the stories we tell ourselves determine what
pieces of it we deal with and how. Facts exist, but
stories give them meaning and value.

"Consciousness is the most stubborn stuff in the
universe, and the most fluid," says Lily, a character
in my futuristic novel, The Fifth Sacred Thing. "It
can be rigid as concrete, and it can change in an instant. A song can change it, or a story, or a fragrance
The Fifth Sacred Thing, published in 1993, is a
story that has already influenced hundreds of thouwafting by on the wind."
sand of people. But my determination to make it into
In these
a movie that
times of chaos
can reach far
and opportumore people
nity, a great
comes from
shift in conmy belief that
sciousness is
what Lily says
what we
is true. A
need. That's
story can shift
the premise of
consciousEvolver and
ness. A story
Reality Sandcan become a
wich, and why
magical workso many peoing, a spell.
ple are looking
to help midwife a transition to a more
interconnected,
loving and
compassionate
way of being.

Magic -- defined by occultist Dion
Fortune as
"the art of
changing consciousness at
will," is a disClimate
cipline
I've
been
studying
for
more
than
four decchange, environmental destruction, social unrest and
ades, since I stumbled into a network of Witches,
inequality all clamor for massive change: in our
economy, our technology, our politics, our systems Goddess worshippers and out-there Pagans back in
for producing what we need, growing our food, edu- the exuberant, experimental days of the ‘60s. Magic
could be termed ancient psychology, primeval mindcating our young, caring for our sick and elderly -just a few things! And the good news is that we ac- training. And here's what I know:
tually have the know-how and the resources to make
To work magic, you need vision.
those changes, if we so choose. The obstacles are in
A vision tells us what we want. A powerful vius: our values, our choices, our ways of perceivsion stretches our imagination to encompass what
ing. Unless we change the consciousness that main- could be. Vision combats those dreary voices in our
tains this mess, how can we get out of it?
heads constantly whining, "There is no alternaStories shape our perceptions of the world. They

(Continued on page 8)
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Making The Fifth Sacred Thing Movie (cont’d)
(Continued from page 7)

tive." "This is how it is, and how it always was, and
how it has to be." Vision says, "Here's something
wild and crazy and beautiful and life-affirming that
could be, and why not?"
From vision, we wrest an intention -"Yeah! Here's the piece of it I'm going to make
come true." And into that intention, embodied in
sensory images of things we
can touch and taste that carry
an emotional charge, we pour
energy. We focus our
will. Bingo! We've got
change. Granted, it isn't always exactly the change we
had in mind, given the interplay of multiple forces in the
universe and the general perversity of things. But at least
it's usually movement in the
right direction.

And we want to do this all in a way that embodies the values we espouse. To that end, we've employed some of the principles of permaculture, a system of ecological design that creates systems to meet
our human needs while regenerating the world
around us. Permaculture infuses the vision of the
city in The Fifth Sacred Thing -- from gardens in the
streets to rain catchment on the roofs. But permaculture isn't only about food and energy systems. Its
principles also can apply to social
organization and business.
If permaculture has one overriding principle, it's that abundance
springs from relationships. We're
not designing a bunch of separate
elements of a system so much as
designing the connections between them.

Setting out to make the movie,
we began by looking at our resources and constraints. By 'we' I
As a society, we're suffermean our core team of myself,
ing from a vision deficit as far
Philip Wood, aka Mouse, the proas the future goes. There are a
ducer who founded Yerba Buena
handful of novels like mine,
films, and Paradox Pollack, an
Ernest Callenbach's Ecotopia,
old friend who has been doing
Marge Piercy's Woman on the
choreography and motion direcEdge of Time, Chris Carlson's After the Deluge, Pat tion on major feature films in Hollywood. The bigMurphy's The City, Not Long After, Ursula LeGuin's gest constraint -- we had a laughable amount of
Always Coming Home. But I can't think of a single money. Perhaps never in the history of moviefeature film that shows a positive vision of a future
making have three people with so little money and
here on earth. How can we create a viable future if such funny names set out to make a movie together. To get it made will require no little magic of
we can't even imagine it?
So making this movie, for our team, is more than our own.
just a creative project. It's a mission. We want to
We are, however, tremendously rich in relationbring the story and the vision to the screen in a way ships. To begin with, hundreds of thousands of peothat will make people laugh, cry, sit on the edge of
ple have read the book, and a good percentage of
their seats wondering what will happen next, and
them don't just like it, they love it. Okay, some peocome away hopeful and inspired to dream up their
ple probably hate it and there are a few people out
own visions, to take charge of the future they want to there who don't like me too much (the Pope, my aunt
-by-marriage in Bethesda) but they are outweighed
create.
by
dozens, hundreds, maybe thousands of people
Then we want to provide the information, the
who look upon the project with favor. Mouse and
links and connections they'll need to go home and
make some piece of it real.

(Continued on page 9)
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Making The Fifth Sacred Thing Movie (cont’d)
tract beneficial bugs that will keep the others in
Paradox between them seem to know every cool,
check. By starting the project with a clear intention,
edgy artist, filmmaker and musician on the West
we would prepare the ground for the project to grow
Coast. I work with permaculture groups, earth-based with social and environmental accountability.
spirituality circles, and activists world-wide. In the
Another principle is that of 'edge': the edge
Bay Area, I have long-standing relationships with
where two systems meet is often more dynamic and
organizations that serve the inner city, with commu- diverse than either. Where the ocean meets the
nity gardens and teachers, orshore, the waves create a wide
ganizers and artists.
spectrum of niches for an in(Continued from page 8)

Which is all very well, but
getting together the immense
amounts of money a feature
film requires would mean dealing with those whose interests
were more in raw profits than
in social benefits. Plus, that
much contact with Hollywood
might taint us like the bite of
the raving, gnawing zombies
Paradox choreographed in I Am
Legend. How could we immunize ourselves, and gain some
clout in that cut-throat
world? Better, how could we
attract people from that world
who share our values and hold
similar goals?
The key, we know, is our
own magic: our clarity of vision and intention. We wrote
up a Green Plan, to show how setting a new bar for
environmental accountability and social justice could
benefit the project in those tangible ways investors
understand -- saving money, gaining us PR value and
generating positive buzz from the beginning. In
magic, like attracts like. If our values and our ways
of working are in alignment, we'll attract people who
share our vision.
One of the principles of permaculture could be
stated simply as "Prepare the ground," or "Feed what
you want to grow." Create the conditions that are
going to further the behaviors and results you
want. Instead of dousing pests with chemicals, organic gardeners feed the soil and plant flowers to at-

credibly diverse collection of
life forms. And around the
edges of Hollywood, where
creativity and the profit motive
sometimes meet gracefully and
sometimes collide, are people
who are looking to make
magic, to use the power of the
media to shift consciousness in
important ways.
And one more permaculture
principle: "Stacking functions." Every element in a system serves more than one function. Plant your thorny roses
on the fence to deter intruders,
plant a variety that provides
hips as well as flowers and is
close enough to the rose's original form so that it can feed pollinators. For us, the movie
serves many functions -- entertaining, inspiring, educating, generating resources including money, but
beyond all that, we see it as a platform to actually
make the vision real. Once people see that inspiring
future, they'll be able to go to the website and find
the tools and resources they need to start building
pieces of it. That's already happening in our website
forum. When we create sets, instead of destroying
them at the end of shooting we'll design them to remain and become permanent infrastructure for the
community -- gardens, greenhouses, sculptures, and
murals. We're starting to work on alternate reality
games to link to our site that will encourage people
(Continued on page 10)
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Making The Fifth Sacred Thing Movie (cont’d)
to let go of the rail, and trust yourself to the ice and
to begin creating pieces of the vision and connecting your own sense of balance. You can fall, and fall
with others around it. We're telling people, "Don't
hard-but with luck you can also glide.
wait for the movie to come out -- start creating the
"Where there's fear, there's power," Witches
future now!"
say. Embracing the fear, taking the risk of failure,
(Continued from page 9)

Armed with our knowledge of magic and permaculture, we gulped, took a deep breath, and set up
a Kickstarter crowd-funding campaign. It has two
purposes: first, to raise the funding we need to move
to the next phase, and second, because we know
we're going to have to go persuade investors and actors and a top director that this is a project they just
have to be part of. Besides a powerful story, a kickass screenplay (if I say so myself!) a forward-looking
Green plan and a solid business plan, we knew that a
very strong argument would be showing the support
that is already in place for the movie. Of course, we
could just say, "All my friends say it's a wonderful
idea," but we thought it would be more persuasive to
have actual figures, like fans of our Facebook page,
visitors to our website, and above all, people who
have already plunked down their own hard-earned
cash.

generates energy and power to infuse the vision. Clutch the rail, play safe, and it will never happen.
"One act of courage can change the world,"
Maya, the storyteller, says at the Twentieth Anniversary of the Uprising. With that as our tag line, how
could we not take risks?
And what we've discovered is that people are
hungry to be involved in this project. So many people long to be part of something that has meaning,
something that can potentially help set us on a better
road. A movie is a collaborative project, and this
one is big enough to have room for many people to
own the vision and make it their own. I feel so
touched and thrilled ever time I hear someone say,
"Yes -- I want to be a part of this!" And we do hear
it, over and over, from artists, musicians, sculptors,
permaculture designers, actors, filmmakers-so many
talented, gifted people want to be part of our team.

For me, getting on camera and asking people to
give us money was a terrifying prospect. I much preAll my life I've gotten in trouble for inviting peofer being behind the computer or the lens of the cample
to
things I shouldn't have invited them to, making
era.
events public that other people wanted private, crossTerrifying also because our private dream being boundaries, letting strangers stay in the guest
came a public commitment. Suddenly we were an- room. Now, I can indulge myself by inviting everyswerable to hundreds, potentially thousands of peo- one in the whole wide world to be part of something,
ple that would be expecting us to do it and be disap- no barriers! Wow!
pointed if we failed. And so many elements of it are
And so we're inviting you, too, to jump
still beyond our control! I hate to disappoint people. Even if we make the movie greener than green aboard. Come "Like" us on Facebook, check out our
and create jobs for inner city kids and plant gardens website, and help us with our rather audacious atthat will remain as community gardens and build sets tempt to make Kickstarter history -- not so much by
that will stay as infrastructure, even if I do my abso- the dollar amount we raise, but by the number of
lute best to safeguard the themes and the vision and backers we can acquire. Kick in as little as a dollar,
still make the drama work, what if people don't like and you'll help give us an even more compelling arit? Oh please, Goddess, can't I just go stand in front gument we can take to investors and actors and the
top director we hope to attract. Help us make the
of a tank somewhere?
magic-and you'll help make the vision real. http://
Over the last year, I've been relearning to ice
fifthsacredthing.com e
skate, something I did as a kid but haven't done for
decades. There's a terrible moment when you have
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View From the Aerie (cont’d)
(Continued from page 2)

My way won’t work for everyone. I’m not a
classes and workshops person. Some people prefer to
go to classes, seek out a teaching circle, or find a
mentor to guide them toward their path. When I was
a Christian, I read my Bible cover to cover several
times, but I had no interest in going to any of the Bible study classes offered to me. As a Pagan, I love to
go to local gatherings and festivals, but I rarely attend a workshop at one.

Perhaps, like my Buddhist friend, we shouldn’t
be trying to give answers, but instead helping the
seeker to find the right questions. Instead of answering the deity question with, “Oh, that’s easy, the answer is [insert deity name here],” we should ask
questions that will guide the seeker to the right resources to find her own answers. I might ask, “When
you close your eyes and build an image of a god,
what does he look like? What is he holding in his
hands? What is he wearing? What does he do? Is he
a healer, a warrior, a hunter?” These questions may
guide a seeker to one particular deity or to her own
image of what the masculine aspect of the Divine is
to her.

Pagan religion is not a “one size fits all” religion.
What feels right and makes complete sense to me
might seem wrong and complete insanity to someone
else. We each will have our own path, our own set of
beliefs, and our own spiritual practice. We each will
Yes, there will be some who will feel frustrated
follow our own path to find these things, sometimes with this approach and would prefer you hand over a
copy of The Super-Secret Supreme Pagan Answer
a longer path than we expected.
So, when a seeker asks, “what should I be doing, Book which clearly states that the answer is 42. I’ve
whom should I follow, where do I look?” what do we learned that some people in this world do not wish to
think for themselves or search within their own spirit
tell her? For some questions, the answer is very
clear. “Is it normal for a high priest(ess) to require a to find their answers, but I believe they are the minority. It is human nature to seek spiritual connecnew member of the circle to perform a sex act with
tions. Perhaps, like Douglas Adams suggested, we
him/her?” has a clear answer. “What deity should I
should be encouraging the seekers to look for the
be worshipping/honoring/following?” is much
right question first, otherwise the answer just won’t
harder. I can’t answer that for anyone else. I can
make sense. e
speak of what I believe, but that is only MY truth.

Starcat’s Corner (cont’d)
going on for nearly thirty years. Why? Because it’s
technology that’s a key to success, of course, but the become well known for being a fun gathering where
Pagans of all ages and practices can connect with one
people behind it.
another. It’s a community landmark.
I think it all comes down to intention. As in the
example of the EMPPA organizers, the intention to
This longing for connection is fueling the reconnect with others in the community is what helps it newed focus on community in our culture as a
work so well. Technology itself is a tool. It can be
whole. Sure, big box stores helped us find cheap barused to isolate oneself, just as it can be used to netgains and made shopping convenient. But as we see
work with friends and associates. As the Pagan com- the consumer culture begin to fail, many folks are
munity grows, we can see how the desire for connec- looking for more than the latest bargain. The location is what brings us together, over and over again. vore, or local foods, movement is expanding as peoPretty much the only public celebration of Beltane in ple learn about the benefits of eating foods grown
the state is Popham Beach Beltane, which has been
(Continued from page 6)

(Continued on page 12)
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Faerie Tidings (cont’d)
(Continued from page 4)

conversing merrily. The Queen pours the tea herself.
She adds a dash of cordial, decreeing that the rest of
our gift shall be saved for the last course of tonight’s
feast. The crumpets with plum jam are a delight, as
we could have guessed by the earlier smells from the
kitchen.

greens, to honey-glazed wild mushrooms, to rice
pudding with currants and bowls of fresh blackberries with clotted cream, and then to a flourishing
crescendo with our gifted sweet cordials. The Queen
serves the cordial herself with a wink and a knowing
nod to us. Despite the large number of feasters,
somehow everyone receives a full portion (or two).
We sip and enjoy the lovely strains of chamber music wafting down from the balcony. We even join in
a dance or two before growing tired.

As we get to know our hosts, we feel eager anticipation for our summer travels together. We squeal
with excitement when we spy a silvery grey cat
lounging royally behind the Queen’s wingback chair.
Day one is complete. We look forward to the
His Highness the Cat enjoys our adoration and even coming weeks in this delightful country. Next is a
purrs at a low rumble during the remainder of our
trip to the royal hunting lodge up on the lake. Back
in our suite, we wonder if our new friend the Cat
afternoon visit.
The merriment continues throughout the evening. Prince will accompany the procession up the mounWe are welcomed to the high table during the nightly tainside. Thinking of all the stories we’ll share with
feast. The courses arrive in order, from spicy tomato our three cat friends when we return home, we drift
soup, to lemon-mint sherbet, to brie- and date-filled off sleepily, ready to see what adventures tomorrow
croissants, to zucchini frittata, to steamed mountain will bring. e

Starcat’s Corner (cont’d)
recent focus on connecting with others and supportclose to home. Better flavor, healthier ingredients,
ing the local economy as a positive shift. I know
and environmentally-friendly practices are a draw,
many folks in my parents’ generation who now
but so is the experience of having a relationship with choose to recycle, avoid shopping at Walmart, and
the farmers who grow your food. A connection is
buy locally-produced goods from goat cheese to
forged between you and the land and the folks who
vodka to yarn. In the bigger picture, awareness of the
tend it.
value of one’s local economy is growing.
(Continued from page 11)

Pagans know about this connection. We are, after
all, practitioners of an Earth-based spirituality. Our
rituals and practices encourage us to connect with the
planet and all the beings who inhabit it. It’s something we can do on our own, of course, and many
solitary practitioners are perfectly content to quietly
mark the seasons and phases of the moon in their
own private space. Yet many of us are drawn to connecting with other human beings as we celebrate and
work our magick. We reach out to join or form
groups, and then cycle through the stages of these
groups as they wax and wane.

In our Pagan community here in Maine, I’ve seen
formal public rituals gradually give way to more informal social gatherings and networking. I’ve also
seen how our focus has moved toward efforts in the
wider community, like all the terrific fundraising for
Greater Portland Habitat for Humanity. Through this
interfaith effort, bridges are being built between Pagans and other faith groups who might have only
known us as stereotypes before. As individuals bond
in a variety of ways, whether through business dealings or as newfound coven-mates, our communities
become stronger, and we are able to fulfill our basic
It’s part of the natural cycles of life that our com- human need for connection. That’s community. e
munities will shift and change over time. I see the

Page 13

Summer, 2011

Networking
The people and groups listed here have volunteered to serve as points of contact for those seeking Pagan community. Any person or group
may be listed here by contacting EPN to arrange such a listing.
EPN has no interest in serving as the "Pagan police," and explicitly supports the autonomy of each person and group in matters of faith, belief and worship. The Maine Pagan community encompasses a wide variety of people and practices, and seekers are cautioned that any person or
activity that makes you uncomfortable is probably wrong for you.
For more in-depth information on many of the groups and contacts in the network, see the EPN website at earthtides.org.e
sage. Lewiston/Auburn. (207) 577-5946. firebornspirit@yahoo.com.

BANGOR AREA
Eastern Maine Pagan Pride Day (EMPPD). Monthly meetings and additional
fundraisers, leading up to EMPPD. Bangor. Keri Alley, (207) 947-7290. Keri Alley, coyotewalkingtree@gmail.com or Teresa Cassinelli, asetmoonglow@gmail.com.
Temple of the Feminine Divine. Legally recognized "church" with ordained clergy
offering public Sabbat rituals, library, meditation space, ordination program, rites of
passage, and religious counseling. Bangor. (207) 941-0261. TOFDBangor@aol.com.
DOWNEAST
Leslie Linder. Public rituals, classes, and workshops (including online), handfastings and Wiccanings. Ellsworth. leslielinder@hotmail.com. www.universalclass.com/i/
crn/13095.htm.
KENNEBEC VALLEY
Red Tail Alliance. Twice-monthly open traditional Native American Sacred Circle
meetings and Full Moon Ceremonies (Shoshone). Starks. Carmen Gauthier, (207) 6968262. redtailali@peoplepc.com. www.redtailalliance.org.
Bill and Johanna Chellis. Pantheists working with the circle, wheel and labyrinth.
Augusta. (207) 685-3860.
LAKES AND MOUNTAINS REGION
Snowhawke/Kevin E. Emmons. An active Druid priest offering public classes,
one-on-one mentoring, prison ministry, press contact, Druid sweat lodges, and free
training material including a year-long course in Druidry. Casco. (207) 655-1211.
snowhawke@gmail.com.

PORTLAND AREA
The Red Temple. Monthly gatherings for Pagan women. Westbrook. Kat
Schorr, kat@wiccanlife.com. www.redtemple.ning.com.
SOUTHERN MAINE
Govannon Thunderwolf (Brian J. Schrader) . Offering a sympathetic ear, instruction, and a place to relax. Biddeford/Saco. (207) 283-6494. wizard76@hotmail.com.
Jo Stories. Counseling, teaching, handfasting, coven membership, courses, and
public rituals. South Windham. Jostories@aol.com.
13 Moons Coven. Open full moon magical rituals with a focus on Egyptian deities
and mythos. Kennebunk. temple@13moonscoven.org.
www.myspace.com/13moonscoven or 13moonscoven.org.
Taliesin and Star Weaver (Dirigo Reclaiming). Classes in the Reclaiming tradition, workshops, rituals by invitation, Tarot readings, and a sympathetic ear. York
County. dirigoreclaim@earthlink.net. www.elementsofmagicalliving.com.
Circle of the Silver Cauldron, Atlantic. Eclectic Wiccan coven emphasizing
creativity and self-development; offers open Sabbat rituals. Saco. (207) 282-1491.
oldewtch@maine.rr.com. www.silvercauldroncoven.com
STATEWIDE
Ancient Riders, Maine chapter. The Ancient Riders is a group for motorcycle
enthusiasts who are Pagan; all paths and bikes are welcome. www.ancientriders.org

Maine Pagan Clergy Association. Support and networking for self-described
Kerry of Forest Sanctuary. Clergy services include rites of passage, coordination
Pagan clergy, avenue for licensure, and workshops. info@mainepaganclergy.org.
between hospitals and prisons, formal or informal training, and therapy. Jay. forestsancwww.mainepaganclergy.org.
tuary@yahoo.com. www.forestsanctuarymaine.org.
ONLINE RESOURCES
Ananta Androscoggin/ Rev. Peter W. Jokinen. Offering use of the Groves of the
Greene Man's Denne facilities for ritual, private or public events, handfastings, and
EarthTides Pagan Network (EPN), earthtides.org
weddings. Contact person for Pagan Newswire Collective. Greene. (207) 946-7732.
EPN Mailing List, (open to newsletter subscribers only), to join go to:
greeneman@fairpoint.net. www.fairpoint.net/~sirpeterj.
groups.yahoo.com/group/earthtides
Silver Circle. Open Sabbat and Esbat rituals and instruction in eclectic Wicca and
Maine Pagan Clergy Association (MPCA), www.mainepaganclergy.org
Pagan paths. Lewiston, Livermore, Bath-Brunswick. (207) 897-9673. angashsash60@yahoo.com or elfmanofnemedd@yahoo.com.
Maine Pagan Mailing List (MEP), to join go to groups.yahoo.com/group/mepagan
Lorelei Greenwood of Cynwyd (KIN-wood) Circle. Teaching basic Wicca with
Shamanic leanings, offering occasional public rituals and gatherings and rites of pas-

Maine Pagan Social Networking Site, to join go to mainepagans.ning.com

BE A PART OF EPN
ZIP CODE: ___________________________________
NAME: ______________________________________
ADDRESS:____________________________________
CITY:________________________________________
STATE: ______________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________________
This is a (check one):
___ New membership ___ Renewal
Mail to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343.
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Calendar of Events
NOTE: If you'd like your event included in our calendar of events,
please send us an e-mail, with Calendar Listings as the subject, to
grove@ctel.net before the deadline for the issue in which you'd like it
listed. Each issue of the newsletter lists the next deadline on the front
page.
If you would like an extra copy of this calendar to post on a public
bulletin board, please feel free to photocopy it freely. If you know a
business in your area which would like to post one, please send the
information to the above e-mail address and we'll add it to the mailing
list.
As a service to the Pagan community, we seek to list as many
events as possible that would be of interest to Maine Pagans. You need
not be a member of EPN, or even a subscriber to this newsletter, to list
an event here. All we ask is that events be non-profit -- that is, that any
— August —
2 Temple of the Feminine Divine Lughnasadh. Bangor. All are at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Bangor and all begin at 7 pm. People of ALL genders
and ALL faiths are welcome. Contact information: Answering machine: (207) 9410261 Mailing address: 31 Central St., Bangor, ME 04401 Now online with calendar
at website: http://www.templeofthefemininedivine.org Please Note NEW Email:
webgoddess@templeofthefemininedivine.org. e
5 August Kennebec Pub Moot. Hallowell. 6:30pm-9:30pm. Held on the first
Friday of every month. Hope to see you there! Location: Hoxter's Sports Bar and
Bistro in Hallowell, Maine, 122 Water Street TBA. FMI: check our Facebook page,
Pagan Pub Moot Maine. www.facebook.com/pages/Pagan-Pub-MootMaine/104146562954178. e
11 Neptune at Opposition e
12-13 Perseids Meteor Shower e
13 Full Moon e
13 Southern Maine Pagan Pride Day. Saco. At Southern Maine Pagan
Pride Day, you will be able to experience the different aspects of various Pagan
traditions and beliefs. This year, as in years past, we will be hosting numerous
learning workshops, a diverse range of entertainers and performers and many
quality vendors for a day of fun and learning! Location: Unitarian Universalist
Church of Saco-Biddeford, 60 School Street, Saco ME, from 10am-5pm. For more
information and the latest event updates, please see the Southern Maine Pagan
Pride Day FaceBook fan page or www.mainepaganprideday.org. e
14 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Kephri. Kennebunk. We ask those attending
to begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin around 6 PM. All are welcome to
attend so far as our space will provide. Children are welcome so long as you feel
that they will be able to stand still for a 30 minute ritual. Those under the age of 18
will need to attend with a parent or guardian or work out arrangements with us
beforehand. If you have any questions or need directions, please contact us at
13moonscoven@gmail.com. You can also check out our MySpace page at:
www.myspace.com/13moonscoven and we are on Facebook as well. 13moonscoven.org. e
14 Maine Pagan Clergy Association Quarterly Meeting. Greene (Sidney
as rain location) Board meeting 2:30pm, general meeting 3:30pm, educational
programming, if scheduled, at 4pm. Potluck afterwards. E-mail mtngoddess2001@yahoo.com for details and directions. e
28 New Moon e
— September —
2 Kennebec County Pub Moot. Augusta area, 7pm. Held on the first Friday
of every month. Hope to see you there! Location TBA. FMI: check our Facebook
page, Pagan Pub Moot Maine. http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pagan-Pub-MootMaine/104146562954178. e
10 Ritual for Peace. Open public ritual for peace in commemoration of the
10th anniversary of the events of September 11th. 7PM. Location: TBA. For more
information: starweaver17@yahoo.com. e
12 Full Moone

fees for participating not exceed the reasonable cost of putting on the
event -- and submitted to us by e-mail or post by the publication deadline. (Those planning for-profit events are welcome to avail themselves
of our very affordable advertising opportunities.)
We make no claim as to the value or safety of any of these events,
and caution our readers to rely on their own best judgment when assessing any situation, particularly those involving strangers. That said, we
also encourage you to participate in as wide a spectrum of the Pagan
community as you can, both for your own enjoyment and because our
community needs your positive energy and good fellowship.
For up-to-date calendar events, see the EPN website at
earthtides.org e

12 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Thoth. Kennebunk. We ask those attending
to begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin around 6 PM. All are welcome to
attend so far as our space will provide. Children are welcome so long as you feel
that they will be able to stand still for a 30 minute ritual. Those under the age of 18
will need to attend with a parent or guardian or work out arrangements with us
beforehand. If you have any questions or need directions, please contact us at
13moonscoven@gmail.com. You can also check out our MySpace page at:
www.myspace.com/13moonscoven and we are on Facebook as well. 13moonscoven.org. e
17 Mabon Faire. Greene. Come and relax at afternoon with your fellow Paganfolk as we celebrate the second Harvest Holiday. There will be a Mabon Ritual
on Saturday afternoon, and camp fire Saturday night. There is a $5 charge for each
adult to cover the cost of the porta-potty, and donations to the Groves (the land so
graciously lent to us) is welcome and appreciated. A Mabon ritual will be presented
around 3PM on Saturday afternoon. There are no workshops scheduled, but such
things may break out spontaneously on Saturday (for example, I may just offer my
Animal Totem workshop or a chant workshop, or Soren may offer to teach Poi
spinning). WHEN: Saturday, September 17, 2011 from 12pm-11pm. WHERE: The
Groves of the Green Man’s Denne, Greene, Maine. For more information:
www.lorelei-greenwood.com/wp/events/. e
18 Silver Cauldron Open Ritual for Mabon. Saco. All Silver Cauldron
Coven open celebrations are held on Sunday afternoon. We meet at 3:45 PM, and
begin preparation for ritual at 4 PM, and rituals will be outside if at all possible so
please dress accordingly. If you have a need to show early, Please let us know
ahead of time... As much as we would love to have you visit early ... we are unable
to be proper hosts due to our time constraints with pre-ritual set-up. Directions?
Comments? Questions? Please email us through our website:
www.silvercauldroncoven.com. E
23 Autumnal Equinox e
23 Temple of the Feminine Divine Mabon. Bangor. All are at the Unitarian
Universalist Church in Bangor and all begin at 7 pm. People of ALL genders and
ALL faiths are welcome. Contact information: Answering machine: (207) 941-0261
Mailing address: 31 Central St., Bangor, ME 04401 Now online with calendar at
website: http://www.templeofthefemininedivine.org Please Note NEW Email:
webgoddess@templeofthefemininedivine.org. e
25 Uranus at Opposition e
27 New Moon e
— October —
7 Kennebec County Pub Moot. Augusta area, 7pm. Held on the first Friday
of every month. Hope to see you there! Location TBA. FMI: check our Facebook
page, Pagan Pub Moot Maine. http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pagan-Pub-MootMaine/104146562954178. e
8 2nd Annual Eastern Maine Pagan Pride Day. Old Town. This event is
open to the public and kid friendly! The goal of the Pagan Pride Project is to create
pro-pagan social events and to educate the general public about the various flavors
of Paganism. Our Pagan Pride Day event will have Performers, Vendors, Work-
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Calendar of Events (cont’d)
shops, Forum Discussions and Red Tent (a sacred space for Women). The Maine
Pagan Clergy Association will be hosting an open community Harvest Ritual at the
end of the day. Admission is a non-perishable food item which will be donated to a
local food pantry. WHEN: October 8 from 1pm-6pm. WHERE: Herbert Sargent
Community Center - Old Town, ME. For more information: www.emppa.org. e
11 Full Moon e
19 Pumpkin Massacre - Women, Vegetables, Knives, Chocolate. Email
Cynthia@silvercauldroncoven.com for details. e
21-22 Orionids Meteor Shower e
24 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Anubis. Kennebunk. We ask those attending
to begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin around 6 PM. All are welcome to
attend so far as our space will provide. Children are welcome so long as you feel
that they will be able to stand still for a 30 minute ritual. Those under the age of 18
will need to attend with a parent or guardian or work out arrangements with us
beforehand. If you have any questions or need directions, please contact us at
13moonscoven@gmail.com. You can also check out our MySpace page at:
www.myspace.com/13moonscoven and we are on Facebook as well. 13moonscoven.org. e
26 New Moon e
29 Jupiter at Opposition e
29 Final Fire. Greene. Be part of the community on Saturday, October 29 at
2PM (ritual begins at 4) as we bless the SummerKing for his sacrifice and set him to
burn. Drumming and a fire will follow the Samhain ritual. Overnight camping is
available (and recommended if you intend on imbibing). Please bring all appropriate
camping gear. There is no fee for this event, but donations to the Groves of the
Green man’s Denne are always welcome and appreciated....At Midsummer Revel
we created a wicker man, the SummerKing, who has been standing in a sacred
place under the summer sun, energizing the prayers and gratitude of our community. It is the fate of the SummerKing to lay down his life at harvest for the good of
all. Willingly does he place his head upon the block, giving of himself that we may
prosper. On this day, we shall honor his sacrifice and set him to burn. WHEN:

Saturday, October 29, 2011. Social time begins at 2PM. Ritual will begin at 4PM.
WHERE: The Groves of the Green Man’s Denne, Greene, Maine. For more information: www.lorelei-greenwood.com/wp/events/. e
31 Temple of the Feminine Divine Samhain. Bangor. All are at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Bangor and all begin at 7 pm. People of ALL genders
and ALL faiths are welcome. Contact information: Answering machine: (207) 9410261 Mailing address: 31 Central St., Bangor, ME 04401 Now online with calendar
at website: http://www.templeofthefemininedivine.org Please Note NEW Email:
webgoddess@templeofthefemininedivine.org. e
— November —
4 Kennebec County Pub Moot. Augusta area, 7pm. Held on the first Friday
of every month. Hope to see you there! Location TBA. FMI: check our Facebook
page, Pagan Pub Moot Maine. http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pagan-Pub-MootMaine/104146562954178. e
10 Full Moon e
13 Maine Pagan Clergy Association Quarterly Meeting. Casco. Board
meeting 2:30pm, general meeting 3:30pm, educational programming, if scheduled,
at 4pm. Potluck afterwards. E-mail mtngoddess2001@yahoo.com for details and
directions. e
17-18 Leonids Meteor Shower e
21 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Isis & Osiris. Kennebunk. We ask those
attending to begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin around 6 PM. All are welcome to attend so far as our space will provide. Children are welcome so long as
you feel that they will be able to stand still for a 30 minute ritual. Those under the
age of 18 will need to attend with a parent or guardian or work out arrangements
with us beforehand. If you have any questions or need directions, please contact us
at 13moonscoven@gmail.com. You can also check out our MySpace page at:
www.myspace.com/13moonscoven and we are on Facebook as well. 13moonscoven.org. e
25 New Moon e

Monthly & Weekly Events
Abrahadabra Oasis Social Hour Every second Tuesday. Come join
The Magick Closet presents...Free Weekly Seminar: Which Witch is
which? Every Monday night from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM at The Magick
us for our monthly social! Abrahadabra Oasis is an official body of the
Ordo Templi Orientis (O.T.O.) located in Portland, Maine. Its mission is to Closet, 995 Forest Avenue, Portland, ME. Must call for admission, (207)
provide and support the growth of a Thelemic community in northern New 221-6820.
England. 276 Woodford Street in Portland, 6:00 PM. See
Pagan Home-schoolers. Each Wednesday before the full moon, a
www.abrahadabra-oto.org for more info.
group meets in Standish from 9:00 to Noon. Call 207-642-5045.
Acorn Circle: 5:30 – 7:00 PM the fourth Wednesday of each month
SpiralScouts Moonrise Circle #218 Meeting First Sunday of Every
@ Sam’s Restaurant in Lisbon Falls. Acorn circle is an eclectic American
Month in Steep Falls at 2pm. We are looking for other families interested
Wiccan group with degree training & worships at Sabbats and Esbats. All
in sharing this Scouting experience. Children ages 3-18. Registration Retraining is free and done entirely on a voluntary basis. To join the group
quired. Please contact Carolyn_lh@yahoo.com for directions and more
and/or to get more info, e-mail vernalnox1@yahoo.com. Adults only.
information.
The Groves of the Greene Man's Denne, 31 South River Road,
USM Pagan Chaplaincy sponsors regular rituals open to USM stuGreene. Available for group or individual worship. FMI: www.fairpoint.net/
dents, faculty and staff as well as the wider community. Stress-relieving
~sirpeterj or greeneman@fairpoint.net.
meditations are at noon on Wednesdays at the Interfaith Chaplaincy office
Healing Circle on the last Tuesday of the month from 7-9pm at 584 ("old farmhouse" on the Portland campus). For more information, e-mail
Maple Ridge Rd in Winslow. You can find more info by calling (207) 692- cynthia.collins@maine.edu.
4957 or via the web at www.becomeonewithspirit.com or
Wisdom House Shrine Discussion Group/Open Ritual. Sundays
www.becomeonewithspirit.com/news_letter.htm.
at 1:30pm in Presque Isle. For more information see www.witchvox.com/
vn/vn_detail/dt_ev.html?a=usme&id=62236.
Lewiston Auburn Pagans presents... LAP Meet and Greet. Every
Sunday at Governor's in Lewiston from 7-9pm. We meet to network with
other Pagans and spread education of our paths. See www.witchvox.com/
vn/vn_detail/dt_ev.html?a=usme&id=52018 for more info.

Have a joyous Lammas!
E. Winthrop, ME 04343
P.O. Box 161
EPN

Common Ground Country Fair is
right around the corner!
September 23-25, 2011
Unity, ME
Come visit us at the EPN booth!

