Winter, 2011

EarthTides Pagan
Network News
Living in Maine, Celebrating the Earth

Paganism: Arcane Theology or
Practical Ethos?
in nature is the essence of what it means to
be pagan — “pagan” is Latin for
JWL.Freakwitch.net
“redneck”; literally translated paganus
I write this in early November, shortly means “country-dweller.” This term came
after Samhain. It’s a strange night. The full into widespread use in the Roman Empire,
moonlight is diffused through the mist, illu- with so much of Roman culture centered on
minating everything moving in the wind.
the glory of the city of Rome. Paganus was
It’s not as
used to debright as a
scribe those
full moon in
alienated
a clear sky,
from Rome
but there is
-the-city,
plenty of
away from
light to see
the direct
by — eveprotections
rything has
of the Roa silvery
man Emglow. The
pire, and
breeze is
the nascent
comfortconvenable: cool,
iences of
not chilling,
urban civiand it
lization. It
smells like a
described those who lived in nature.
long-lost friend. It’s a scent I know well,
Now in the 21st century, it is difficult
but haven’t experienced in a while. It’s the
to
appreciate
this pagan way-of-dwelling,
smell of winter. She is coming.
this pagan ethos of living in honorable relaOne of my most sacred practices as a
tionship with nature, since the vast majority
pagan is spending time in nature, no matter of us are urbanized, domesticated creatures
the season and in all weather, as often as
who have our basic survival needs met by
possible. I try to do the best I can with this our participation in the infrastructures of
practice, but the realities of my domesticivilization. Our ancestral, pagan lifestyles
cated life mean that sometimes weeks go
are no longer the default way we live our
by where the best I can do is to put my bare day-to-day lives. If we truly want to live as
feet onto the ground (or snow!) just long
pagans, I believe we must work to learn
enough to watch the sunset through the
and reclaim these ways-of-being by not
trees for a few moments. Most often I am
relying upon the very structures that have
outside in my own local ecosystem, in the
(Continued on page 9)
woods where I live. To me, being outside
by James Lindenschmidt
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Finding Your Path, Answering the Call
by Star Weaver
“I have never been lost, but I will admit
to being confused for several weeks.” Daniel Boone
My parents were both very devout Methodists and we
attended church and Sunday school regularly. Thus, I was
raised on Bible stories and one of my favorites was the
story of the young Samuel,
who became a Prophet to his
people. Samuel’s mother,
Hannah, was childless and
prayed to God to give her a
child, promising to dedicate
that child to the service of
God. Eli, the high priest,
heard her prayer and said that
God would answer it. Nine
months later Samuel was born
and when he was old enough,
his mother brought him to the
temple to serve Eli. One
night, when he was about 12
years old, Samuel heard a
voice calling his name. He
assumed it was his master,
and hastened to see what Eli
needed. But Eli had not called
him. This occurred two more
times before Eli realized that it was God who was calling.
He instructed the boy on how to respond, and when Samuel heard the voice again he sat up in his bed and said,
“Speak, Lord, for thy servant hears.” And God spoke,
telling Samuel what he must to do and say.

have been clear that I was called to be a nun. Had I been a
boy, the family minister would have counseled me to go
to divinity school. But since I was a Protestant girl, everyone was at a loss. There was no real role for a woman
with a Call in the Methodist church in the late 1950s. I
could train to be a missionary, or plan to marry a minister
and run the Sunday school at his church. But until then,
all our minister could suggest
was that I should join the
church, which I couldn’t do
until I was 12 and could take
the required catechism
classes.
By the time I was old enough
to train as a missionary or
track down an appropriate
ministerial student to marry, I
had fallen out with the Methodist church over a variety of
issues, which, in the end, all
boiled down to hypocrisy
among the church leadership.
I remained unchurched for
many years, but this did not
diminish my sense that I was
Called to do something. I
knew that I was supposed to
engage in some great work—
that I was called to do something big—if only I could figure out what that something was. I have spent most of my
adult life in that search, a search that has taken a variety
of twists and turns.

I spent many years involved in the life of my local
Unitarian Universalist church, serving as Director of Religious Education and teaching classes in feminist spirituality. In some ways, this kind of teaching seemed like a way
to fulfill my Call. I love teaching, and encouraging
women and men to expand their vision of the Divinity
was and is an awesome task. But, in a small church, there
are limited opportunities to do that without stepping on
the minister’s toes and other types of church work—
I have always known that I was Called to lead a spiri- serving on the board of trustees or chairing a committee—
tual life—a life of service in some way to the Great
did not really feel big enough to answer my Call.
Spirit—the Divine—or God, as I certainly would have
When I became a Pagan, I thought that I had found it.
named that power when I first felt the Call. I was only 10 My Call was to discover my spiritual path and follow it to
years old at the time and although I knew God wanted me its end! I eagerly sought multiple ways to learn all I could
to do or be something special, the specifics of that mesabout this path, determined to become the best possible
sage were less than clear. I had no idea how to make that
(Continued on page 11)
Call manifest in my life. Had I been Catholic, it would

I always liked this story because it paints such a beautifully open picture of the relationship between God and
his prophet. God calls, and repeats his call until the boy
answers. Then God clearly instructs Samuel on how he is
to answer this Call. As I became an adult, however, I realized that this story creates a charming, but deceptive illusion. Alas, hearing and answering a call from the Divine
is rarely so simple.
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Beltane Tote-Bags and EPN Shirts—STILL ON SALE!
You saw them at Beltane, but maybe you didn’t
have enough money with you… Not to worry!
We still have some of our incredible “Beltane on
the Beach” organic cotton canvas tote bags celebrating 25 years of “Pole Dancing.” Better still,
NOW they are ON SALE!
The bag is larger than a paper grocery bag, measuring 18"wide x 17.5"high x 7"deep with 13"
handles. These are available for sale for only
$10.00.
Also, we still have a few of our beautiful EPN TShirts available for sale. These are also ON
SALE now for only $10.00 (existing sizes and
colors only).
Don’t want to wait until Beltane? Not to worry!
We can ship a bag or shirt to you for only $6.00.
If you want more than one item, just add $3.00
more shipping for each ordered more than one. (i.e. 1 costs $10.00 plus $6.00 shipping. Two would be $20.00 plus only $9.00
shipping. Three would be $30.00 plus $12.00 shipping. Get the picture?)
Send your orders now to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343. E-mail: epn@maine.rr.com. e

About the EarthTides Pagan Network
The Maine Pagan community is diverse, independent and
geographically distant. We worship in groups or alone, but
sometimes need contact and a shared forum to express our ideas
and concerns for this community.
The EarthTides Pagan Network was established in 1989 as
a support resource for Maine Pagans. All solitaries and groups
are welcome to join.
A subscription to this newsletter is available for a suggested donation of $11.00 per year for the electronic version

sent via e-mail and $15.00 to continue to receive the paper version (as of the Summer 2010 issue). Single copies may be obtained by sending a $1.50 donation and a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME
04343. E-mail: epn@maine.rr.com. e

Submission deadline for the Spring
edition is 3/1/12.

About the EarthTides Pagan Network News
This newsletter comes out four times a year, around the
beginning of the seasons. Literary, poetic and artistic contributions are welcome, as are opinion pieces. Please keep submissions to no more than two pages, double-spaced. Please submit
on disk or e-mail to blacklion@felinedreamers.net.

sarily reflect those of the EarthTides Pagan Network, its officers, volunteers, or members. All signed articles and artwork
are the property of their creators, and ads are the property of our
advertisers; these may not be used elsewhere without permission.

Subscribers' names, addresses and other personal information are kept confidential except to other network members.
EPN will aid in establishing contact between individuals, but
accepts no legal responsibility for the results.

All other content is copyright © 2011 EarthTides Pagan
Network, all rights reserved. The EarthTides Pagan Network
News and the EarthTides name and "Moon-over-Maine" logo
are copyright © 2011 EarthTides Pagan Network, and may not
be used without written permission of the EPN Council. e

The opinions expressed by our contributors do not neces-
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Starcat’s Corner: The Gift of Presence
by Starcat
When I opened the big tote full of Yule decorations
and started sorting through them, I found my black shirt
with the shiny gift box appliqué. I wore it the next day,
knowing I was heading to the Ocean of Om event at Portland Yoga Studio. When a friend admired it that morning,
I told her, “I’m going to be present tonight. Get it?” She
was amused, and we went on with our day.
That night, at the end of the bliss-drenched hour of
chanting, enhanced with the tones of gongs, drums, a harmonium and a digeridoo, the organizers handed around
pieces of candy, a tradition at kirtans. I opened my piece
of Dove chocolate and ate it reverently, suspending my
sugar fast for this ritual bit of sweetness. The wrapper had
a note for me: “Your presence is often the best present.”
When I showed it to my friend, pointing to my shirt as a
reminder, she was surprised. “How many chocolates did paring breakfast, brushing your teeth – are ripe opportuniyou have to eat to get that message?” “Just the one,” was ties for present-moment awareness. Rather than slowing
you down, you may find that this type of focus will actumy reply.
ally help your morning go more smoothly, as you pay
The night before that, in a trance during my coven’s
attention to what you’re doing and release distracting
full moon ritual, I received a similar message. My intenthoughts. Try this for a while and observe the changes it
tion was to discover what I need to know to prepare for
brings.
awakening – personal as well as global. “Raise your viGradually spread your practice into other parts of
your day. Give yourself reminders of your presentYes, my own eclectic Pagan path is heavily influmoment practice; post notes in various places around your
enced by Buddhist philosophy. Yet I think this message
home and workstation. Be positive in your new practice.
has value for all of us as Pagans, as people who are foRather than feeling disappointed or upset when you forget
cused on our personal spirituality. After all, it’s what we
aim for in many of our rituals and practices. Once we cast to be present, relish the calm and joy that result when you
the circle and walk between the worlds, we become a part do remember. Let these positive energies radiate outward.
Being present in each moment can enhance your relaof “time outside of time.” In this eternal place, set aside
tionships with others, too. When you’re having a converfrom our more worldly concerns, we can focus on our
sation with someone, practice deeply listening to what
deeper spiritual needs and desires.
Bringing the timeless awareness back into our every- they have to say. It’s natural to try and formulate your
response while the other person is still talking, but delibday lives can help us to more easily live our deeper purerately let go of this habit. Instead of responding immedipose. We all get distracted and drawn into things that
don’t serve us. From stress and anxiety to gossip to sim- ately, pause before speaking. If the pause feels awkward
or seems to stretch too long, simply say, “let me think
ple boredom, our minds often wander in unwanted directions. The practice of being present to what is happening about that for a moment.” Most people will appreciate
in each moment can bring us back into alignment with our your consideration of what they’re sharing.
bration,” I was told. “Be present in each moment.”

When you spend time with family and friends, use
your present-moment focus to be fully there for them.
The best way to train your mind to be present is, of
Particularly around the winter holidays, we can get so
course, practice. Start by bringing mindful awareness into
caught up in gift-giving and preparations that we are no
your everyday routines. When you get up in the morning,
longer focused on the experience of being with our loved
making the transition from sleep and dreaming back to
ones. Your family would rather have your full attention
waking consciousness, pay attention to each act. Things
(Continued on page 8)
that you normally do on autopilot – taking a shower, pretrue priorities.
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President’s Message from Maine Pagan Clergy Association
I want to personally thank each member of our Board
and
each community member who contributed to the
Lots of exciting things are happening with Maine Paprocess
of reviewing our existing processes and documengan Clergy Association! Over the last couple
tation, recommending changes, writing and reyears, the Board of Directors has been workwriting new policies and documentation, and
ing to update the process to apply for legal
eliciting feedback from our community at variclergy status through MPCA to make the reous stages. It has not been an easy process and
quirements clearer and the application process
has taken significant time and effort to comrun smoothly, both for the applicant and the
plete.
Throughout, we have worked together as
Board. Throughout the process, we have rea
group,
sharing our skills, talents, insights,
ceived lots of great feedback from our commuand
concerns
in an atmosphere of trust to crenity and have put many of those ideas and sugate a system that best serves our community.
gestions into the new process.
from Cynthia Raven Grimm

We’re not alone in embarking on this sort
of review and evolution of process and policies. Other religious organizations like the
United Church of Christ and the United Methodist Church
have been undergoing a similar process to create a process
for certifying their clergy members based on modern
practices and pathways to the calling as clergy. Where it
was once the norm to attend a seminary early in one’s
adult life and immediately enter into service to the church
community, more people of all faiths are being called to
that service later in life and are following different paths
to answering that call.
While these organizations have obvious differences
from MPCA, there are also a lot of similarities. If you
asked clergy from any faith group to explain the role, the
calling, and the duties of a clergy person, you’d find many
common threads among very diverse faiths. Within the
Pagan community, we have many diverse paths and denominations, yet there are common threads that bind us
all together. In creating this new process, we put significant effort into ensuring that the application and review
process for clergy recognizes the various Pagan paths so
that whether you are a Wiccan or a Druid or an Eclectic,
the process will be relevant and easily understood.
We are still working on fine-tuning some processes
and reviewing whether additional policies are needed to
ensure that we are serving the needs of our community,
but most of the hard work is complete. The new application materials are posted on the MPCA website
(www.mainepaganclergy.org). If you’ve thought about
applying for licensure before but didn’t feel ready or were
confused by the application or were concerned that your
particular tradition wouldn’t meet the requirements, I encourage you to take another look. The entire website will
soon be revamped to give our community the resources
you need.

Now that most of this work is done, we’re all
looking forward to focusing more energy on
the other reason MPCA exists—to provide
mutual support to Pagan clergy in Maine.
Meetings are an opportunity to network, to gain counsel
from peers and elders, and to build relationships with
clergy of various paths. Quarterly meetings are held in
various places in Maine. All Pagan clergy with a ministry
in Maine is welcome to attend meetings. You don’t need
to be licensed by MPCA or any other organization, no one
checks credentials at the door. If you self-identify as
clergy or are on the path to become clergy, you belong
here.
Meetings have several parts. If requested, an “advise
& discuss” session is held prior to the regular meeting
time where any clergy person may request to meet with
the Board to discuss any private matters regarding your
service as clergy, be it an issue within your group, a question of how to proceed with an ethical quandary, or anything that concerns you. These sessions must be requested
at least 7 days prior to the scheduled meeting. All attendees at “advise and discuss” sessions are expected to
(Continued on page 12)
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The Long Goodbye
by Keri Stratton Alley
You grew cold and distant.
Long days and late nights
sun-warmed, with time at a sprint
gave way to long dark nights;
stark, cluttered, and chilled;
in the blink of your Earthen eye.
So rarely did I stop my frantic pace to simply bask in your presence
- without expectation of action that when you were gone I faltered, flustered.
I knew you would go - pen encircled the date of your departure.
And yet, I lived in denial
bare feet still roaming, chasing your shadows.
I thought I saw you; felt your spirit,
the warmth of your breath on the back of my neck.
But yearning’s glamour never coalesced into caress.
Now memories fade and Fall
crackling yellow-brown beneath my scuffing steps.
With my full-moon-filled windows finally closed
against the memory of your touch,
I toss and turn,
restless,
and whisper your name like a prayer Summer, oh!
Oh, Summer…

Winter, 2011
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Faerie Tidings: The Gift of the Fae Black Cat
by Starcat and BlackLion
As we pour the hot, liquid wax into another candle
mold, we also keep an eye out the kitchen window for
our missing black cat. The warmth of the wax and the
fireplace, where the other two cats are lounging, is in
stark contrast to the wild wintry weather which whips
outside. We
keep enough
focus to fill the
molds just
enough while
the small dowel
across the center holds each
wick in place.

on the candles, and gather supplies for our nighttime
activities. The sun goes below the horizon early this
time of year, and we make another call to our feline
friend to let him know of the warmth and safety our
cottage has to offer. We even offer a bribe of tasty
treats if he were to come back tonight. The other black
cat and the orange cat let us
know that they
will take us up
on our offer of
treats, which
we gladly present to them.

Sitting in our
cozy living
The shelves
room by the
in the pantry
fire, we idle our
are full of the
evening time
gifts we’ve
together with
been preparing
knitting, readfor the Winter
ing, and sketchSolstice. There
ing. An occaare jars of cransional glance
berry marmaout the window
lade, blackberry preserves, strawberry-rhubarb jelly,
for
the
black
cat
is
met
only
with
more
blowing
snow.
and blueberry syrup. Baskets of fragrant soaps rest beWe
hear
a
thump
that
we
think
may
be
him,
but
it turns
side the already complete stacks of colorful candles.
out
to
be
Maude
the
donkey
stomping
in
her
stall.
We
More supplies are stacked nearby awaiting the time of
venture out to check again to make sure she has enough
candy-making.
blankets and protection from the winter winds. She is
We love to make these holiday gifts for our friends thankful for the carrots and the extra blanket. Eventuaround the valley. Yet tonight, we are concerned about ally, we trundle off to bed, snuggled by the two sweet
our friend the black cat, who has been gone for a few
purr kitties.
days now. It’s unlike him, particularly when his two
When morning comes, our first task is to check outcohorts are snug by the fire. We wonder where he is
side
for signs of our cat friend, or a trail of paw prints.
and when he will make his return.
At first we see no sign of him, but then we glimpse a
The grumbling of bellies reminds us of the burbling black figure down by the edge of the forest. But what is
potato-leek soup cooking nearby. As we wait for the
he doing? We quickly don our warm clothing, one of us
candles to cool, we whisk the loaves of honey-wheat
making sure to keep an eye on our curiously moving
bread out of the oven, serve up crocks of the fragrant
friend, and head out to see what he is up to. The other
soup, and sit down to our simple supper. We enjoy our cats tag along at our heels, jumping from boot-print to
food and are thankful for all the blessings in our lives. boot-print.
We also include a little blessing for our feline friend,
We approach the black cat, who seems to be enthunoticing that his two companions seem unconcerned
siastically
rubbing his neck against the edges of the fir
with his whereabouts.
trees. We see a glint of sparkly light and realize that
After our meal, we clear the dishes, finish our work
(Continued on page 8)
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Starcat’s Corner (cont’d)
your deeper intentions for your life.

(Continued from page 4)

than the perfect gift or a seven-course meal. Keeping your
gift-giving and holidays meals simple, and enlisting aid
with the preparations, can help you truly be in the moment and enjoy yourself. Again, “your presence is often
the best present.”
Practicing presence will also help you in the bigpicture sense. You can use it to discover and manifest
your life’s purpose. When you can clear your mind of
distractions, it becomes easier to see what is most important to you. Following your calling means finding what
your passions are, what lights you up and makes you excited to greet each new day. You may not have figured
out what your purpose is yet, or perhaps it has changed
over time. Residing in the moment, you’ll catch glimpses
of the things that bring you the most joy, and can put the
puzzle together piece by piece. Or maybe you have a big
dream but have found it hard to stay on track in the midst
of the ups and downs of daily living. Being present can
open up time, and you’ll find you naturally begin to release old habits and are drawn toward that which feels
delightful. Being present doesn’t mean you won’t have
goals. Rather, it enables you to become more aware of

Winter is a good season in which to begin or revitalize your practice of presence. Choose a quiet evening at
home, and tune in to yourself and your energy. Rather
than reaching for your usual habits, like watching TV,
checking Facebook, or picking up a novel, see where your
attention wishes to go when you simply sit and breathe
for a few minutes. Necessary tasks, like preparing food
and washing dishes, can become tools to help you let go
of your thoughts and focus on what you’re doing in each
moment. Go outside and experience the quiet slumber of
the trees, the sparkling ever-present stars, and the crunch
of snow underfoot. Come back again and again to where
and when you are right now on the Earth.
We all get caught up in our worries for the future and
our regrets or memories of the past. If we deliberately
practice being in the moment, we can enhance our lives in
many ways. Present-moment awareness can bring a
deeper joy and peace to daily life, allow us to connect
more deeply with others and the natural world, and help
us to focus more fully on our life’s purpose. The regular
practice of presence will indeed bring us many gifts this
holiday season and beyond. Blessed Be! e

Faerie Tidings (cont’d)
(Continued from page 7)

he’s wearing a collar – which he urgently wants to remove. We call him to us and he gratefully lets us unhook the clasp of the ornate collar. He trots off to join
the other cats like nothing is different. We find we have
been gifted with a gold and ruby and emerald and amethyst and citrine wonder. Where could he have found
such a beautiful necklace?
The black cat seems unharmed by his solo adventure. After frolicking outside with his friends for a
while, they all come in and warm their paws by the fire.
Glad to see him home safe and sound, we treat our feline cadre to some cream and catnip, as promised. We
shrug, figuring we’ll never know the story of the jeweled collar. He’s not saying a word. Perhaps we’ll tuck
it in the gift basket of one of our friends, or maybe
we’ll wear it as a bracelet. For now, we hang it on a
branch as another of the wonderful ornaments adorning
our indoor tree-friend. We wash up and get ready for
breakfast and more craftiness. e
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Paganism (cont’d)
(Continued from page 1)

alienated us from them. It is up to each of us to individually decipher these once-common skills and abilities buried deep within our collective, ancestral memories. Luckily, there are clues everywhere, embedded in our pagan
traditions.

nia, confusion, fatigue, and negative moods. Is it any
wonder that the cup represents the emotional realm to the
modern neopagan?

The wand is associated with fire, and most of our ancestors carried such wands with them for their use in
firestarting. All ancient cultures in all parts of the world
For instance, we can
have devised ways to crelook at the four Hallows,
ate fire using only materithe cardinal tools deals from their ecosystem,
picted in many neopagan
such as the hand drill or
traditions. These four
the bow drill, both of
tools can be found in the
which require wand-like
four suits of the tarot —
pieces of wood with
blade, cup, wand, and
which to create heat
disc. These are powerful
through friction. If one
symbols and magical arhas these tools, along with
chetypes, but they are also
dry tinder and an adequate
the basic tools of survival
supply of wood (fuel), one
our ancestors have carried
is never far from fire. The
on their persons for thouability to make fire —
sands of years, enabling
particularly in colder clithem to live more fully in
mates — means the ability
to survive. It is also the
nature.
magical ability of transA knife is arguably
formation: wood logs bethe most important tool
come ash; raw animal
one can have. It allows
flesh becomes delicious
one to create other tools
meat; or a wet, shivering
— I think of it as a metabody becomes warm and
tool. Its primitive ingenucomfortable. The fact that
ity is a result of higher
fire
can
also
transform
a
vibrant,
living forest into a
circuits of consciousness exhibited in humans: some
charred
wasteland
shows
us
the
dark
side of its power.
shrewd primate in our distant past discovered the utility of
Fire’s
transformative
power
is
inherently
neutral, so those
a sharp stone edge, which later evolved into flintnapping,
working
with
it
soon
learn
to
be
careful.
When
used skilland still later into the sophisticated techniques of forging
fully, fire is another tool to survive — and to transform
metal into cutting tools. Wise, insightful humans imagour immediate ecosystem into something that allows us to
ined and understood these techniques, which over time
better
live within it.
came to be sacred. Magically, the knife, the blade, the
athame, is an air symbol, representing intellect and imagiFinally, the disc (or coin, or pentacle) is the earth
nation. The knife allows the magical practitioner to cut
symbol, and has the most abstract connection to tradithrough layers of illusion, increasing one’s ability to live tional survival tools. It is the most unclear of the four Halwell, to adapt to one’s environment, and ultimately to lit- lows to us modern humans. For instance, in the famous
Ötzi the Iceman discovery of a startlingly-well preserved
erally carve one’s stake into the ecosystem.
5,000 year old human corpse in Europe, one piece of gear
The cup is important in a survival situation because
he carried with him was a Stone Disc2 and its use remains
we all need a source of clean, potable water; without it,
unclear to those studying him. In some Wiccan traditions,
we will die in a matter of a few days. As a symbol for
the earth symbol is used to cast sacred space, to create a
water, the cup represents intuitive and emotional being.
within to which there is an outside. It is a boundary. It is,
1
Interestingly, symptoms of dehydration include dizziness, unexplained tiredness, irritability, headache, insom-

(Continued on page 10)
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Paganism (cont’d)
(Continued from page 9)

in a word, shelter, yet another basic requirement for survival. In other traditions, it can serve as a plate for food
offerings — food being another earth-nourishment necessary for survival.
Air, Earth, Fire, Water. Knife, Shelter and Food,
Firestarter, Cup. Our ancestors were not speaking abstractly or arcanely, they were speaking practically, telling us the Hallows, the sacred tools, necessary for us to
subsist in right relationship with nature. This, to me, is the
core of what paganism is and should be — a set of traditional practices, rooted in nature, that allow us to live not
only as spiritually awake, powerful humans, but also as a
part of something greater than ourselves, from our local
ecosystem all the way up to the living, breathing Earth
itself and beyond. The many, when living this way, become one.
This point of view has serious consequences for those
of us living in the 21st century. Our planet is in deep crisis on countless fronts, from vast oil spills, nuclear radiation, and the toxins of industrial civilization now ubiquitous in every part of the planet, to the horrors of industrial, monocrop GMO farming devouring all the planet’s
topsoil and leaving deserts in its wake. The tragic reality
is that there is almost nowhere left on Earth where it is
possible for large numbers of people to live in the wild as
pagans, even if we wanted to. First of all, virtually the
entire planet is now private property, so there are legal
barriers. Secondly, 97% of the native forests, and 98% of
the native grasslands, are GONE.3 Gone, as in no longer
exist. Gone, as in 1 or 2% of nature is left for us to try to
live as pagans, in a time when there are more humans, by
far, than ever in history.
Yet, there is not enough outrage in our community.
And if there is outrage, it is often squelched by other
neopagans as “being negative” or “attracting negative
energy” or “practicing bad magick.” As pagans — as
those who aspire to live in harmony with nature — we
should be on the front lines, protecting our ecosystems
from the assaults they’ve been enduring for centuries.
Most of us, myself included far too much of the time,
continue our domesticated lives as if nothing is wrong,
divorced from authentic, meaningful relationship with
nature except in the abstract, complaining about politics
or climate change while living our lives as part of the vast
machine causing the destruction in the first place. Lierre
Keith sounds a wake-up call to the neopagan community
in Deep Green Resistance:

Some white people say they want to
"reindigenize," that they want a spiritual
connection to the land where they live.
That requires building a relationship to
that place. That place is actually millions
of creatures, the vast majority too small
for us to see, all working together to create more life. Some of them create oxygen; many more create soil; some create
habitat, like beavers making wetlands. To
indigenize means offering friendship to
all of them. That means getting to know
them, their histories, their needs, their
joys and sorrows. It means respecting
their boundaries and committing to their
care. It means learning to listen, which
requires turning off the chatter and static
of the self. Maybe then they will speak to
you or even offer you help. All of them
are under assault right now: every biome,
each living community is being pulled to
pieces, 200 species [that go extinct each
day] at a time. It’s a thirty-year mystery
to me how the neopagans can claim to
worship the earth and, with few exceptions, be indifferent to fighting for it.
There’s a vague liberalism but no clarion
call to action. That needs to change if this
fledgling religion wants to make any reasonable claim to a moral framework that
sacrilizes the earth. If the sacred doesn’t
deserve defense, then what ever will?4
Keith is right to criticize us in this way. We, as pagans, must lead the way by rediscovering ways of living
that are not in conflict with our metaphysics, our theology, and our ethics. This Yule season, I challenge the
Maine pagan community to begin embracing the pagan
ethos by spending more time in nature and to reduce dependence on the “grid” for one’s sustenance. These are
not abstract bits of theology, these are real things you can
do immediately, things that will enrich your life, exercising mind, body, and spirit.
For most of us, the following step would be a radical
change: spend a day — or better yet, commit to one day
per month or even per week — where you go off-the-grid
entirely. Power down all electricity in your house. Turn
your heater off for the day. Spend as much time outside
(Continued on page 12)
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Finding Your Path (cont’d)
views of Divinity. I will not wake up one day and sudPagan. But, in the end, finding my spiritual path, deepen- denly know that I am Called to feed the homeless or care
ing my understanding of it and expanding my relationship for the sick or minister to the grieving, although all of
these things are worthy activities and of service to the
with the Divine was not the answer to my Call either.
Between 1999 and 2009, I had the misfortune to lose Divine. My expectations about how my Call will manifest, and the ego involved in my belief that it will be
over ten people with whom I had been emotionally or
spiritually close. These ranged from a former minister to “something big” limit my ability to see what is already
my husband of 33 years. Ah, I thought, when the dust set- happening in my life—the numerous ways in which I, at
tled. This is my Calling—to deal with issues of death and least partially, answer the Call every day just by the mandying. Not a Calling I would choose, but certainly honor- ner in which I live and interact in the world.
(Continued from page 2)

able work that needs doing. It is clear that this is part of
my work, and yet, somehow, I know that doing this work
alone does not answer my Call.

Finally, I have come to understand that the most profound part of answering my Call is coming to fully and
deeply know myself in all my parts and integrating those
parts
into a unique and alchemical whole. In Kissing the
Last fall, I enrolled in the Chaplaincy Institute of
Limitless,
Thorn Coyle, who has been one of my most
Maine (ChIME) to train as an interfaith minister. Here I
profound teachers, writes that “becoming fully who we are
was sure I would engage in activities and readings that
would help me answer this question that has troubled me is the greatest work, and the greatest service, we can do
for well over 50 years. I love the people I have met in my for the world, the Gods, and all the realms seen and unseen. All of our other work must stem from this.” This
ChIME work so far—both fellow students and faculty,
but I am not sure I am any closer to finding my true Call- process touches on all aspects of life. It requires that we
intimately know our physical, mental, emotional, and
ing.
spiritual selves—looking at ourselves with ruthless honAs the gentle reader may well imagine, this entire
esty and doing the necessary work to create integration
process has become immensely frustrating. Like Daniel
and wholeness. It involves coming into right relationship
Boone, I don’t really feel lost, but I do continue to be
with our friends, our family, our co-workers and our self.
deeply confused. During the last few years, answering
This is not a simple or shallow process. It requires practhis question has been the focus of a great deal of personal tice, will, and desire.
and spiritual work. I have addressed this topic with a
Thus this has become my work of late—to approach
gifted therapist, a fabulous Pagan spiritual advisor and my
my
spiritual
practice with renewed diligence and openown intuition. Although I am still searching, I have
ness,
seeking
always to know myself at ever deeper levlearned some valuable things.
els. I already have all the tools I need—the dreams, viFirst, I do not necessarily get to know in advance
sions, and insights I have had during the last couple of
what my Calling is. The nature of my Calling will not
years, the knowledge I have gained from my reading and
suddenly appear before me, emblazoned on the night sky my teachers, and my deeper appreciation of my authentic
in letters 10 feet high and clearly addressed to me and no self. As I do this work, I increasingly understand that
one else. Nor, despite my diligent searching, am I going
when Divinity touched my heart so many years ago it was
to find a book, a class or a teacher that is going to answer not a call into service as much as it was a call to become
this question for me. Damn! I had begun to suspect that
“fully possessed of [my] own divinity.” By stepping into
this was true, but it was a disappointing realization all the this stream—by bringing my divine self into alignment
same. If I wish to answer this Call, my job is to show up with the Great Divine—I am answering my Call in the
each day, to do the tasks that lie before me, and to stay
most authentic way that I can. And the service I choose to
open to that still small voice inside. I have come to view do in the world then emerges from a place of wholeness
this annoying uncertainty as part of the Great Mystery.
and peace. e
Second, my Call will not manifest in ways that are
simple and clear or look like what I expect. Just as there is
no one correct way to view the Divine, so is it likely that
there is no one way to answer my Call. My Call will
manifest in ways that are multiple and diverse, as are my

Page 12

EarthTides Pagan Network News

Paganism (cont’d)
(Continued from page 10)

that day as you can. Observe the flows of nature around
you. Learn how to make fire using only materials found in
your ecosystem. Don’t eat food from the grocery store;
spend the day fasting or eat only what you can forage or
hunt in your ecosystem. Drink only water from melted
snow, hand-pumped from a well, or best of all collected
from a spring if you have one near you.
Obviously, I’m not suggesting you endanger your life
here. We are domesticated humans, and it will take time
for us to re-learn how to subsist outdoors for extended
periods of time in a Maine winter. But we can do it. Even
if it’s only for an hour, for many of us that’s more time
than we would normally spend outdoors in the winter.
Take your first steps in this direction, be mindful of how
you feel while you are outside — it is likely you will feel
more alive than you have in a while. If nothing else, this
is good training for the frequent power outages that come
with the Maine winter.

fewer and fewer things with you, ultimately taking only
your 4 personal Hallows (knife, cup, firestarter, shelter).
If you make this a regular practice, journal it each time
you do it. Record what you did that day, how you felt being in the wild all day, along with any lessons or insights
gained. Nature in all of her vast forms will speak to us
using her many languages, but we must be present in order to listen.
1

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Dehydration#Signs_and_symptoms
2

http://www.iceman.it/en/node/287

3

Derrick Jensen, “Preface” in Deep Green Resistance
(New York: Seven Stories Press, 2011), p. 11.
4

Lierre Keith, “Culture of Resistance,” in Deep Green
Resistance (New York: Seven Stories Press, 2011) pp.
165-166. e

As you get better and better at these practices, take

MPCA President’s Message (cont’d)
to learn more on that topic), please contact the Education
Coordinator, Mark Gallup, or any Board member. At the
end of our meetings, we usually have a potluck meal together which gives more opportunity for building connecMeetings also include a Board meeting, where MPCA tions and friendships.
business is discussed. All Pagan clergy (again selfOur meeting schedule for the coming year is as folidentified) are welcome to attend the Board meeting to
lows (please be sure to check the website for any last minhear what we’re doing, make suggestions, and share
ute updates and for added education sessions):
ideas. After the Board meeting is completed, we have a
general meeting for all who wish to attend. These meetFebruary 12, 2012
So. Berwick, ME
ings are where clergy or those who are considering beMay 20, 2012
Bangor, ME
coming clergy may discuss topics that are relevant to our
August 12, 2012
Bridgton, ME
roles in the community. It’s a good time to bring up topics
November 11, 2012
Buxton, ME
that are on your mind, ask questions of fellow clergy who
For directions to any of these meetings, please email
are present, and to share events happening in your group
mtngoddess2001@yahoo.com. Unless otherwise indior the community. It’s also a good time for leaders of
cated on the website, all meetings begin with the Board
various groups and events to compare calendars so that
meeting at 2:30 pm. I hope you’ll be able to join us for
we don’t all hold events on the same date.
one or all of these meetings. We’d love to see some new
Whenever possible, we also have an education sesfaces this year! e
sion on a topic relevant to our community. Some past topics have included Pagan Ethics, Pastoral Care, and Death
and Dying. If you are interested in seeing a particular
topic presented (whether you wish to be the presenter or
(Continued from page 5)

maintain confidentiality regarding these discussions. To
request an “advise and discuss” session, contact any
Board member.
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Networking
The people and groups listed here have volunteered to serve as points of contact for those seeking Pagan community. Any person or group
may be listed here by contacting EPN to arrange such a listing.
EPN has no interest in serving as the "Pagan police," and explicitly supports the autonomy of each person and group in matters of faith, belief and worship. The Maine Pagan community encompasses a wide variety of people and practices, and seekers are cautioned that any person or
activity that makes you uncomfortable is probably wrong for you.
For more in-depth information on many of the groups and contacts in the network, see the EPN website at earthtides.org.e
BANGOR AREA

SOUTHERN MAINE

Eastern Maine Pagan Pride Day (EMPPD). Monthly meetings and additional
fundraisers, leading up to EMPPD. Bangor. Keri Alley, (207) 947-7290. Keri Alley, coyotewalkingtree@gmail.com or Teresa Cassinelli, asetmoonglow@gmail.com.

Snowhawke/Kevin E. Emmons. An active Druid priest offering public classes,
one-on-one mentoring, prison ministry, press contact, Druid sweat lodges, and free
training material including a year-long course in Druidry. Bar Mills. (207) 655-1211.
Temple of the Feminine Divine. Legally recognized "church" with ordained clergy snowhawke@gmail.com.
offering public Sabbat rituals, library, meditation space, ordination program, rites of
Govannon Thunderwolf (Brian J. Schrader) . Offering a sympathetic ear, inpassage, and religious counseling. Bangor. (207) 941-0261. TOFDBangor@aol.com.
struction, and a place to relax. Biddeford/Saco. (207) 283-6494. wizard76@hotmail.com.
DOWNEAST
Leslie Linder. Public rituals, classes, and workshops (including online), handfastings and Wiccanings. Ellsworth. leslielinder@hotmail.com. www.universalclass.com/i/
crn/13095.htm.
KENNEBEC VALLEY
Red Tail Alliance. Twice-monthly open traditional Native American Sacred Circle
meetings and Full Moon Ceremonies (Shoshone). Starks. Carmen Gauthier, (207) 6968262. redtailali@peoplepc.com. www.redtailalliance.org.

Jo Stories. Counseling, teaching, handfasting, coven membership, courses, and
public rituals. South Windham. Jostories@aol.com.
13 Moons Coven. Open full moon magical rituals with a focus on Egyptian deities
and mythos. Kennebunk. temple@13moonscoven.org.
www.myspace.com/13moonscoven or 13moonscoven.org.
Taliesin and Star Weaver (Dirigo Reclaiming). Classes in the Reclaiming tradition, workshops, rituals by invitation, Tarot readings, and a sympathetic ear. York
County. dirigoreclaim@earthlink.net. www.elementsofmagicalliving.com.

Circle of the Silver Cauldron, Atlantic. Eclectic Wiccan coven emphasizing
Bill and Johanna Chellis. Pantheists working with the circle, wheel and labyrinth.
creativity and self-development; offers open Sabbat rituals. Saco. (207) 282-1491.
Augusta. (207) 685-3860.
oldewtch@maine.rr.com. www.silvercauldroncoven.com
LAKES AND MOUNTAINS REGION
STATEWIDE
Kerry of Forest Sanctuary. Clergy services include rites of passage, coordination
Ancient Riders, Maine chapter. The Ancient Riders is a group for motorcycle
between hospitals and prisons, formal or informal training, and therapy. Jay. forestsancenthusiasts who are Pagan; all paths and bikes are welcome. www.ancientriders.org
tuary@yahoo.com. www.forestsanctuarymaine.org.
Maine Pagan Clergy Association. Support and networking for self-described
Ananta Androscoggin/ Rev. Peter W. Jokinen. Offering use of the Groves of the
Pagan clergy, avenue for licensure, and workshops. info@mainepaganclergy.org.
Greene Man's Denne facilities for ritual, private or public events, handfastings, and
www.mainepaganclergy.org.
weddings. Contact person for Pagan Newswire Collective. Greene. (207) 946-7732.
ONLINE RESOURCES

greeneman@fairpoint.net. www.fairpoint.net/~sirpeterj.

Silver Circle. Open Sabbat and Esbat rituals and instruction in eclectic Wicca and
EarthTides Pagan Network (EPN), earthtides.org
Pagan paths. Lewiston, Livermore, Bath-Brunswick. (207) 897-9673. angashEPN Mailing List, (open to newsletter subscribers only), to join go to:
sash60@yahoo.com or elfmanofnemedd@yahoo.com.
groups.yahoo.com/group/earthtides
Lorelei Greenwood of Cynwyd (KIN-wood) Circle. Teaching basic Wicca with
Maine Pagan Clergy Association (MPCA), www.mainepaganclergy.org
Shamanic leanings, offering occasional public rituals and gatherings and rites of pasMaine Pagan Mailing List (MEP), to join go to groups.yahoo.com/group/mepagan
sage. Lewiston/Auburn. (207) 577-5946. firebornspirit@yahoo.com.
Maine Pagan Social Networking Site, to join go to mainepagans.ning.com
PORTLAND AREA
The Red Temple. Monthly gatherings for Pagan women. Westbrook. Kat
Schorr, kat@wiccanlife.com. www.redtemple.ning.com.

BE A PART OF EPN
ZIP CODE: ___________________________________
NAME: ______________________________________
ADDRESS:____________________________________
CITY:________________________________________
STATE: ______________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________________
This is a (check one):
___ New membership ___ Renewal
Mail to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343.
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Calendar of Events
NOTE: If you'd like your event included in our calendar of events,
please send us an e-mail, with Calendar Listings as the subject, to
grove@ctel.net before the deadline for the issue in which you'd like it
listed. Each issue of the newsletter lists the next deadline on the front
page.
If you would like an extra copy of this calendar to post on a public
bulletin board, please feel free to photocopy it freely. If you know a
business in your area which would like to post one, please send the
information to the above e-mail address and we'll add it to the mailing
list.
As a service to the Pagan community, we seek to list as many
events as possible that would be of interest to Maine Pagans. You need
not be a member of EPN, or even a subscriber to this newsletter, to list
an event here. All we ask is that events be non-profit -- that is, that any

— December 2011—
17 Silver Circle Yule Celebration. Livermore. Silver
Circle will hold their annual Yule Celebration on Saturday,
December 17 at 2pm at the Carriage House Cafe on route 4
in Livermore. We are an open circle and all are welcome. This
is a potluck event so bring something. Ideas are side dishes,
appetizers, desserts, or drinks. There will be social time after
ritual to meet new people and reconnect with the regular
members. For those who google directions the address is
1523 Federal Road, Livermore, Maine. For those who have
questions, please call me at 740-1538. e
21 Temple of the Feminine Divine Samhain. Bangor.
All are at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Bangor and all
begin at 7 pm. People of ALL genders and ALL faiths are
welcome. Contact information: Answering machine: (207) 941
-0261 Mailing address: 31 Central St., Bangor, ME 04401
Now online with calendar at website:
www.templeofthefemininedivine.org Email:
webgoddess@templeofthefemininedivine.org. e
21 Birchwood Yoga Studio Winter Solstice
Celebration. Gardiner. Come one come all, celebrate Yule
with us form 7pm to 9pm. Kirtan with Kirtonium, Todd, Parks
AND David! Woo hoo! Pot luck before hand as well! Come
say good night to the Oak King! The longest night of the year,
bring a votive candle to swap and a can of food for Craig's
Wednesday night suppers. Things the food pantry can use
are potatoes, winter squash, onions, pasta, dried beans,
bread, relishes, salad dressings, bottled sauces, spices and
dried herbs, flour, corn meal, and butter. Your efforts will be
so appreciated! Namaste~ Birchwood Yoga Studio, 81
Benson Rd, Gardiner. info@birchwoodyoga.org e
21 Winter Solstice Celebration Meditation. Augusta. At
the Merkaba Sol (magick shop) at, 6pm Merkaba Sol, Water
Street in Augusta. We will be talking about the Winter Solstice

fees for participating not exceed the reasonable cost of putting on the
event -- and submitted to us by e-mail or post by the publication deadline. (Those planning for-profit events are welcome to avail themselves
of our very affordable advertising opportunities.)
We make no claim as to the value or safety of any of these events,
and caution our readers to rely on their own best judgment when assessing any situation, particularly those involving strangers. That said, we
also encourage you to participate in as wide a spectrum of the Pagan
community as you can, both for your own enjoyment and because our
community needs your positive energy and good fellowship.
For up-to-date calendar events, see the EPN website at
earthtides.org e

and taking a journey in honor of this ancient tradition. Feel
free to bring some form of a snack to share if you would like.
www.merkabasol.com e
22 Winter Solstice e
24 New Moon e
— January 2012 —
3-4 Quadrantids Meteor Shower e
6 Kennebec County Pub Moot. Augusta area, 7pm.
Held on the first Friday of every month. Hope to see you
there! Location TBA. FMI: check our Facebook page, Pagan
Pub Moot Maine. www.facebook.com/pages/Pagan-Pub-Moot
-Maine/104146562954178. e
8 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Sekhmet. Kennebunk.
Protector of the pharaohs and their subjects, Sekhmet can be
seen as the enforcer of divine Justice and Will though
destruction and force. It is therefore not surprising that she
was often known as "The One Before Whom Evil Trembles".
Yet in her capacity to destroy, Sekhmet also knew how to
preserve life and invoke healing. We ask those attending to
begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin around 6 PM. All
are welcome to attend so far as our space will provide.
Children are welcome so long as you feel that they will be
able to stand still for a 30 minute ritual. Those under the age
of 18 will need to attend with a parent or guardian or work out
arrangements with us beforehand. If you have any questions
or need directions, please contact us at
13moonscoven@gmail.com. You can also check out our
MySpace page at: www.myspace.com/13moonscoven and
we are on Facebook as well. 13moonscoven.org. e
9 Full Moon e
23 New Moon e
— February —
7 Full Moon e
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Calendar of Events (cont’d)
12 Maine Pagan Clergy Association Quarterly
Meeting. South Berwick. Board meeting 2:30pm, general
meeting 3:30pm, educational programming, if scheduled, at
4pm. Potluck afterwards. E-mail
mtngoddess2001@yahoo.com for details and directions. E
12 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Bes. Kennebunk. Bes is
the diminutive yet stalwart Egyptian God of Protection,
Laughter, Dance, Music and Entertainers. We ask those
attending to begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin
around 6 PM. All are welcome to attend so far as our space
will provide. Children are welcome so long as you feel that
they will be able to stand still for a 30 minute ritual. Those
under the age of 18 will need to attend with a parent or
guardian or work out arrangements with us beforehand. If you
have any questions or need directions, please contact us at
13moonscoven@gmail.com. You can also check out our
MySpace page at: www.myspace.com/13moonscoven and
we are on Facebook as well. 13moonscoven.org. e
18 Bacchanalian Ball. Hampden. We’re hosting our 3rd
annual Bacchanalian Ball and auction on Saturday, February
18, 2012. We’re hoping to have it at the same location in
Hampden, and have the same rockin’ band, Sunset Strip, to
keep our dancing feet happy. We’ll have our annual

fundraising auction, home-brew tasting and competition, have
calendars available for sale, and dance our Winter blues
away! Keep an eye on our website or face book page for
more information as we get closer to the event. We
encourage costumes and fancy dress and gladly accept
donations as admission to the event. Eastern Maine Pagan
Pride Association. FMI: www.emppa.org e
21 New Moon e
— March —
3 Mars in Opposition e
8 Full Moon e
20 Vernal Equinox e
22 New Moon e
— April —
6 Full Moon e
15 Saturn at Opposition e
21 New Moon e
21-22 Lyrids Meteor Shower e

Monthly & Weekly Events
Abrahadabra Oasis Social Hour Every second Tuesday. Come join
The Magick Closet presents...Free Weekly Seminar: Which Witch is
which? Every Monday night from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM at The Magick
us for our monthly social! Abrahadabra Oasis is an official body of the
Ordo Templi Orientis (O.T.O.) located in Portland, Maine. Its mission is to Closet, 995 Forest Avenue, Portland, ME. Must call for admission, (207)
provide and support the growth of a Thelemic community in northern New 221-6820.
England. 276 Woodford Street in Portland, 6:00 PM. See
Pagan Home-schoolers. Each Wednesday before the full moon, a
www.abrahadabra-oto.org for more info.
group meets in Standish from 9:00 to Noon. Call 207-642-5045.
Acorn Circle: 5:30 – 7:00 PM the fourth Wednesday of each month
SpiralScouts Moonrise Circle #218 Meeting First Sunday of Every
@ Sam’s Restaurant in Lisbon Falls. Acorn circle is an eclectic American
Month in Steep Falls at 2pm. We are looking for other families interested
Wiccan group with degree training & worships at Sabbats and Esbats. All
in sharing this Scouting experience. Children ages 3-18. Registration Retraining is free and done entirely on a voluntary basis. To join the group
quired. Please contact Carolyn_lh@yahoo.com for directions and more
and/or to get more info, e-mail vernalnox1@yahoo.com. Adults only.
information.
The Groves of the Greene Man's Denne, 31 South River Road,
USM Pagan Chaplaincy sponsors regular rituals open to USM stuGreene. Available for group or individual worship. FMI: www.fairpoint.net/
dents, faculty and staff as well as the wider community. Stress-relieving
~sirpeterj or greeneman@fairpoint.net.
meditations are at noon on Wednesdays at the Interfaith Chaplaincy office
Healing Circle on the last Tuesday of the month from 7-9pm at 584 ("old farmhouse" on the Portland campus). For more information, e-mail
Maple Ridge Rd in Winslow. You can find more info by calling (207) 692- cynthia.collins@maine.edu.
4957 or via the web at www.becomeonewithspirit.com or
Wisdom House Shrine Discussion Group/Open Ritual. Sundays
www.becomeonewithspirit.com/news_letter.htm.
at 1:30pm in Presque Isle. For more information see www.witchvox.com/
vn/vn_detail/dt_ev.html?a=usme&id=62236.
Lewiston Auburn Pagans presents... LAP Meet and Greet. Every
Sunday at Governor's in Lewiston from 7-9pm. We meet to network with
other Pagans and spread education of our paths. See www.witchvox.com/
vn/vn_detail/dt_ev.html?a=usme&id=52018 for more info.

Blessed Yule!
E. Winthrop, ME 04343
P.O. Box 161
EPN

Have a safe and joyful holiday
season and New Year!
Blessings to you from the
EarthTides Pagan Network!

