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Star of Wonder
The Christmas season has appropriated many Pagan images, and
one of the most important is the Star.
It should not surprise us to learn that
the Star was an ancient emblem of
the Goddess. This association awakens new meaning for the Star and
may compel us to rethink its place in
seasonal celebrations.
The Mother Goddess in Her
many forms claimed the stars as Her
symbol and Her realm. Astroarche
was the Carthaginian “Queen of the
Stars,” accompanied by even oracular star priestesses. Astarte of Syria,
Ishtar of Babylon, Esther of Elam,
Ashtoreth of Palestine, Ostara or Eostre of northern Europe, whose
names all meant star, trailed the
Seven Sisters of prophecy in their
trains. The Holy Seven reposed in
the Pleides and in the seven bright
stars of Ursa Major, the Great Bear
Goddess (later reduced to the Big
Dipper) that circles the pole star, the
center of heaven.

rowed by nascent Christianity to signal the advent of the patriarchal savior who would guide people to a new
world order. Trusting in the stars, a
concept borrowed from Goddessworship and imbued with a faith in
the nurturing nature of Her love for
all her creation, became a cold and
depersonalized practice once the
Goddess and her Seven Sisters were
removed from the cosmos of Christianity. Now the deep love and caring
of the Mother Goddess no longer figured in the “fate” of individuals.

The Goddess as “Queen of the
Stars” remains with us in the guise of
the Star card in the Tarot deck. Here
She is presented naked – meaning
that She is not hidden – pouring out
two jugs of water that symbolize Her
breasts. One flows out upon the
earth and the other upon the water.
In the sky above, there are seven
stars, the Goddess’s retinue of priestesses. This card is linked to the Star
of Isis, symbolic of the yearly flooding of the Nile that rejuvenated and
By the time of the birth of
nourished the land and refreshed the
Christ, Astarte had long been known waters. In Tarot readings, the Star is
as “the Star of the East.” She was
usually taken to mean hope, good forthe true sovereign of the world. The tune, faith in a better future, dreams
Star, with Her seven oracular priest- realized, and wishes fulfilled. If we
esses, was truly a guiding light –
take in the full meaning of the Star as
leading, advising, comforting. So it
the Goddess Revealed, we can furis little wonder that such a powerful ther appreciate its message: when we
symbol as the Star would be bor(Continued on page 2)
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Star of Wonder (Cont’d)
(Continued from page 1)

are open to the Goddess and Her abundance, see
Her revealed in the world and in ourselves, then we
can open to the blessings She pours out upon us,
receive Her gifts, and have our wants fulfilled.
As Yule approaches, let us meditate upon
the Star. How does it fit in our lives, and how do
we fit within its luminosity. DaVinci’s famous depiction of the man with arms and legs outstretched
within the circle comes to mind as a useful image –
a five pointed living star, a human pentacle.

How can we be the Star? How can we be part of the
Goddess, and how can She be part of us? How can we
be more aware of Her immanence in our lives?
How can we open to Her loving abundance which surrounds us and fills us whether we can feel it or not?
Ten years ago, my mother passed on, and a few years
later she sent me a star in a vision. It took me quite a
long time to begin to understand the meaning of this
gift, and now I am profoundly grateful: The Queen of
Heaven dwells within, and to the extent I can experience that, I am fulfilled. Knowing that the Star is in
actuality the Goddess gives all those Christmas carols
new significance. May the light and blessing of the
Yule Star shine in your hearts. So mote it be.
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About the EarthTides Pagan Network
The Maine Pagan community is diverse, independent and geographically distant. We worship in
groups or alone, but sometimes need contact and a
shared forum to express our ideas and concerns for
this community.
The EarthTides Pagan Network was established in
1989 as a support resource for Maine Pagans. All
solitaries and groups are welcome to join.
A subscription to this newsletter is available for a

suggested donation of $11.00 per year. Single copies may be obtained by sending a $1.50 donation and
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: EPN, P.O.
Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343.
E-mail: epn@maine.rr.com

Submission deadline for the Imbolc, 06
issue is December 30, 2005.
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The Votes are In!
The votes are in and counted for the
new EarthTides President and EarthTides
Treasurer. In this “hotly contested “ election with no competition, Flo Drake has
been unanimously reelected as the
EarthTides Treasurer and Fred Griffith has
been unanimously reelected as the
EarthTides President.

things are going!
The next question is, where do we want to go from here?
What would YOU like to see EarthTides accomplish in the next
year or so?

Perhaps reflecting the lack of controversy in the organization, turnout for the
election was low, with less than 20 percent
of the members voting. Let’s hope that
means that they are satisfied with the way

Toward this end, we will be holding
our 2006 Annual Meeting in central
Maine in the afternoon of Sunday, Feb.
19, 2006 (specifics to follow). If you get
this newsletter, you are a member and
your input counts!
Please gather your ideas and join us for
our meeting and fellowship. Thanks!

Idolatry and Religious Literalism
As Christianity spread across the world, it's practitioners encountered Pagan cultures that worshipped local gods and goddesses. Their temples,
statues and idols were scorned by the Christians for
two primary reasons; The first reason was that the
Pagans revered deity other than Jesus Christ and the
Christian God. The second reason was because the
Christians believed that the Pagan cultures worshipped the statues and idols. They failed to realize
that the statues and idols were not what the Pagans
worshipped, but were mere symbols representing
their gods and goddesses.

"false gods". Specifically idolatry is seen as the blind
or excessive adoration of a person, or the worship of
an object that lacks spiritual depth and substance.
Idols tend to be very superficial, do not reflect the
complexity of human experience, and have little or
no sense of mystery, awe and wonder.
At the same time, conservative Christian movements claim that the Christian Bible is the sole and
complete "Word of God". Further, they believe that it
contains all appropriate words and images for "God".
Worse yet, they insist on a literal interpretation of
religious language. They refuse to accept any relative

Christians dismiss idolatry as the worship of
(Continued on page 9)

About the EarthTides Pagan Network News
This newsletter comes out eight times a year, around
the Sabbats. Literary, poetic and artistic contributions are welcome, as are opinion pieces. Please
keep submissions to no more than two pages, doublespaced. Please submit on disk or e-mail to
anu_dudley@umit.maine.edu

All signed articles and artwork are the property of
their creators, and ads are the property of our advertisers; these may not be used elsewhere without permission.

All other content is copyright © 2005 EarthTides Pagan Network, all rights reserved. The EarthTides PaSubscribers' names, addresses and other personal in- gan Network News and the EarthTides name and
formation are kept confidential except to other net- "Moon-over-Maine" logo are copyright © 2005
work members. EPN will aid in establishing contact EarthTides Pagan Network, and may not be used
between individuals, but accepts no legal responsibil- without written permission of the EPN Council.
ity for the results.
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Starcat's Corner: What Do You Mean, “Pagan Lent?”
A few years ago, Quester and I adopted the
practice of doing a “detox” fast between Samhain
and Yule. Alcohol, refined sugar, caffeine, dairy
products, masturbation, unhealthy communication—
these are all things that have, at various times, been
given up during this part of the wheel, between the
end of the old year and the rebirth of the Sun. Others
in our coven have now begun to adopt this practice,
too. Recently, some of us have chosen to add
healthy things we’ll do during this time period:
practice daily yoga, do more divination, add an exercise routine. As I practiced this
year’s version (ahh, that daily
yoga feels so delicious…), it
came to me that what the endeavor is all about is purification
and a test of the Will.
Just as the God waits in the
womb of the Goddess, readying
himself for his rebirth as the tides
of the year turn, so too do we wait
in the Mother’s womb. In the absence of the strong solar energy
we have experienced through the
spring and summer, we turn inward and contemplate where our journey has taken
us. We let unneeded habits and distractions drop
away, and encourage methods that help us center
and purify our spirits.
As modern people, most of us don’t have to
struggle to be sure we have enough food put aside
for the long winter, or endure the cold days and long
bitter nights wondering if we’ll be warm enough.
We can retreat to a warm home, and light our evenings with electricity. And so we are drawn to challenge ourselves in other ways. Giving up some of
our “creature comforts,” and at the same time cleansing our bodies and energy systems of substances or
thought patterns we wish to be rid of, is just such a
spiritual challenge, a test of the Will. And at a time
when celebrations and indulgences are in full swing,
from the excess of the Thanksgiving feast to the
treats of the Yule season, giving up sugar, alcohol or
dairy can be even more

of a test.
In my experience, this purification challenge has
great rewards. After a fairly brief time, I find myself
feeling physically much clearer, and emotionally
more centered. My personal demon, refined sugar,
has become easier to release over
time. I don’t indulge very often anymore. Aside from
an occasional foray into chocolate or a homemade
treat from Mom, I am able to calmly regard sugary
food as a poison to my body, and not feel tempted.
This new mindset, I feel, is possible because of the
“sugar fast” I’ve done during the
dark months over the past few
years. And when I do choose to eat
dessert, such as on Yule at the end
of the fast, I can clearly see the results, feeling how it affects my body
and my emotions.
The concept of adding to my
personal practices during this time
is relatively new. But it, too, feels
like part of the purification. The
challenge here is to add something
healthy while integrating it as a balanced part of daily life. Most of us don’t live a monastic lifestyle, so adding five hours of daily meditation
probably isn’t realistic. But 30 minutes, with a clear
commitment to maintaining it, probably is. And over
time, you’ll notice how the new practice affects you.
When Yule arrives, you may wish to keep this new
practice, or perhaps adjust the amount of time you’re
devoting to it.
Now, I realize I’ve just given you an idea that it is
a bit too late to implement this year. But some people
like to do this as we begin to approach spring, say
from Imbolc to Eostar, sort of like a “pagan lent.”
Cleansing the body and the mind in preparation for the
vibrant energy of spring, and testing the Will as the
Sun ascends, can be just as powerful. Try it, and you
may be surprised by the results.
Yule blessings to you and yours,
Starcat
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The Importance of Indigenous Religions
Indigenous religions are the
sacred traditions of native and
aboriginal peoples who locate
themselves as a community in a
geographical territory or
"bioregion." Region refers to the
environment, the ecological bio-

express the tenacity of traditional
identity in confrontation with
social globalization. This creates
a contemporary struggle to maintain their sacred ways and survive in the modern world.

Indigenous languages are
also distinctive to particular
regional peoples. There are
approximately 6,000 living
Cultural Texts of indigelanguages world-wide today,
nous religions often do not and 60% are indigenous. An
take alphabetic written
estimated 50% of the world's
form, but may use visual, languages are endangered
oral, danced and ritualized (moribund), and may disapforms, and must be
pear by 2050. Each represents
learned from within the
a worldview with all of its
cultural context on their
inherited knowledge and unown terms.
derstanding of the cosmos
Indigenous religions are
traditional religions often transmit ancient wisdom
"contextualized" with spe- through oral traditions, such as storytelling, and
cific cultural context. Inmythmaking, ceremonial drama and symbolic art.
digenous people express
The world is frequently understood as inseparable
cultural texts as experience (rather than articulating
from the sacred dimension, and often the earth itself
an abstract religious system or theology in writing).
is considered sacred or as a goddess from which life
is given. The ecological dimension of these religions
Material culture: artistic forms (such as masks,
points
toward a sacred harmony of life, in which biocostumes and other sacred objects) are revelatory and
logical and botanical creatures have an interconnected
powerful instruments in the religious life of indigerelationship, rather than a hierarchy that separates hunous people.
region, and the mythical cosmology or sacred stories
of a place that are assigned by people to their landscapes or territories.

Cultural identity is the vehicle to direct
experience of the sacred. "Connectedness"
creates social cohesion and participation in
community. Their individual "spirituality"
connects them to their meaningful role in
the complex "dance of life" found in religion, nature, culture and society.
Indigenous cultures are dynamic and
changing societies, traditions are often reinterpreted or even re-invented in response
to conditions for cultural survival. Contemporary cultural resurgence movements

manity from the rest of nature. Land itself
is seen as alive, connected to the history of
the people, and certain places are especially sacred sites, and the earth itself has
a memory of the people (or the people are
the memory of the land).
The life world is united by the sacred
circle or cycle representing the interrelatedness of all things, and the sensual
world is sacred.
Many indigenous religions worship
(Continued on page 6)
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Indigenous Religions: Con’t
(Continued from page 5)

one or more creator beings or Great Spirits, in male
and/or female representations, which are the mysterious force of life and sources of being. Multiple
manifestations of spirit may be found in Nature, either in sacred presences of venerable animals, trees,
and places, or other personified elemental forces and
deities.
Animism is often a feature of these religions, the
belief that all of nature is pervaded by spirits or
souls, and is alive (or animate). Missionaries frequently misunderstood indigenous religions, condemning them as Pagan or demonic, without any
appreciation of the depth of reverence for life they
hold, even in cases where sacrifice might be involved.
Ritual processes, therefore, must be understood
within complex and often mysterious cultural bioregional orientations, as ecological survival strategies
that evolved through many generations.
Spiritual specialists, either as priests (keepers of
the instructions) or shamans (practitioners of spiritual and healing arts), see themselves as intermediaries of the spirit world or power. Wisdom practices
such as rituals, meditation, contemplation, vision
quests, worship practices, and other techniques may
be used for individual spiritual development and ecstasy.

through techniques developed (in some cases, over
thousands of years of indigenous experience) within
a particular region, adapting to local conditions.
These are common around the world in forms of
drumming, chanting, singing, dancing, and sometimes ingesting hallucinogens (psychotropic drugs
from plants).
Perhaps the oldest verifiable religion of the
Western Hemisphere is based on the migrations of
indigenous peoples following the harvest cycles of
sacramental peyote cactus for visionary religious
experiences, with archaeological sites dated to
around 20,000 years (see Huston Smith's film Peyote
Road).
Political oppression, colonialization, genocide,
and other disruptions of traditional cultures continue
for many people to this day, both with the killing of
people and the destruction or exploitation of their

Altered states of consciousness may be achieved

(Continued on page 7)

EPN T-Shirts
In case you missed it, EPN
still has a few more of our
beautiful T-Shirts available
for sale. This design sports
the original EPN logo and is
available in Birch, Sand and
Natural.
$15.00 S,M,L,XL
$17.00 2X
Order now for Yule! E.P.N.
P.O. Box 161,
E. Winthrop, ME 04343.
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Indigenous Religions: Cont’d
(Continued from page 6)

environment.
The loss of Indigenous religious knowledge includes losing teachings and information about flora
and fauna (e.g., herbs and medicines) and other potentially valuable knowledge. The actual tragic cost is in
human lives: in the suffering of indigenous people in
many emerging and developing countries because of
political oppression, environmental exploitation and
discriminatory policies.

be mutually enhanced by other religions or exchanges with others. Tension may also exist between those who want to maintain cultural purity
and those who want to re-invent their cultural identity. The latter may occur either through
adopting new features,
or taking other strategies
for survival in the postmodern world.

The global ecological and environmental
crises are also sparking
Indigenous cultures should not be referred to as
a return to indigenous
past tense (i.e., the way they lived) but studied primar- values of the earth.
ily as living traditions, and because they are often dy- Many non-indigenous
namic and changing and growing. We now see resur- people (including many
gence and political revolution in cultures that recently of ourselves) are turning
were considered to be declining.
to indigenous spiritualities as a potential founIndigenous resistance movements are growing in
North America and Latin America, Africa and Pacific tain of nourishment to
Islands, and renewed pride in racial and cultural heri- parched souls of the
tage by many of the young are also fueling interest in post-religious West. But this raises issues of coyote
the religious and spiritual dimensions of indigenous
shamanism and inauthentic representation of native
wisdom.
religions, and the need for deep respect and religious
rights.
The re-invention of cultural identity, whether
through revival of ancient ways, or re-interpreting and by Brett Greier, Ph.D.
borrowing spiritualities and practices, constitutes auFormerly Assist. Professor of Religion at the University of
thentic and dynamic cultural survival strategies in livWisconsin-Eau Claire.
ing indigenous religions.
Frequently indigenous religions are mixing, hybridizing, cross-pollinating and syncretizing and may

Pagan Preserves Project
.The Pagan Preserves Project,
building a fund for the eventual
purchase of land for Pagan use in
central Maine, is now up to
$1,930.00 , thanks to some generous donations. We're really pleased
to be closing in on the two-grand
mark! To read more about this on
the web, go to http://www.ctel.net/
~applebooks/
ironwoodhollow.htm#ppp
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Court Watch
When the last issue was written, President Bush was
pushing for Harriet Miers to fill moderate Sandra Day
O’Connor’s seat on the court. By the time the newsletter actually got to people’s homes, Ms. Miers had withdrawn her name from consideration. As of the moment
this article is being written, Appeals Court Judge Samuel Alito is Bush’s Supreme Court nominee.
With this change, we may have jumped from the frying pan, into the fire. Conservatives are even happier
with Alito than they were with John Roberts. The
Christian Coalition of America says, "President Bush
has hit a home run with this nomination." Not only is
he on the extreme right-wing fringe, but, if approved,
he would fill a position presently held by a moderate.
He would also be the most conservative of any of the
Justices on the Supreme Court, and would even be to
the right of Thomas and
Scalia. This would set the
stage for major reversals in
judicial policy on issues such
as the right to privacy, abortion, affirmative action, employee rights, racial and gender discrimination.
Alito’s personal record indicates that he:

• Has been a lifelong conservative Republican;

impose reasonable restrictions on the sale of machine guns at gun shows. Dissent, United States v.
Rybar

• Argued to uphold Pennsylvania's restrictive antiabortion law requiring a woman to notify her husband before obtaining an abortion. Dissent, Planned
Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey
• Ruled that a police officer could shoot and kill an
unarmed teenager who was fleeing after a $10 home
burglary. Garner vs. Tennesee
• Argued that conscious racial bias was not sufficient
grounds for a suit. Dissent, Bray v. Marriott Hotels
• Argued that gender discrimination was not sufficient grounds for a suit. Dissent, Sheridan v.
E.I.DuPont de Nemours and Co.
• Permitted Racial Discrimination in Jury Selection. Riley v. Taylor
• Argued to compel others
to join in a religious observance at a state sponsored event. Dissent,
ACLU v. Black Horse
Pike Regional Board of
Education.

• Has been a member of the arch-conservative Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy;

• Did not recluse himself from a 2002 case involving
a company in which he held hundreds of thousands
of dollars worth of shares. Maharaj v. Vanguard;
and

• Has been a member of the Concerned Alumni of
Princeton University, a conservative alumni group
which opposed allowing women and minorities to
attend Princeton University; and

• Ruled that a church could distribute evangelical literature during an elementary school open house.
Child Evangelism Fellowship of New Jersey Inc. v.
Stafford Township School District

• Had proudly worked as an attorney who argued that
the right to privacy in the Constitution does not protect a woman’s right to choose.

Alito’s record indicates that he favors allowing religions and religious groups greater freedoms. But
would this lead to more religious freedom, or more religious persecutions?

Alito’s judicial record includes:

• Upholding a strip search of a mother and her tenyear old daughter without a warrant; Doe v. Groody
• Argued that Congress does not have the power to

At the risk of sounding like a broken record, we
must fight to keep Bush from appointing another conservative ideologue to the Supreme Court. To quote the
conservatives, “The Price of Liberty is Vigilance”.
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Idolatry and Religious Literalism—Cont’d
or pluralistic interpretive perspectives.

into such a tight bind. This does not mean, however,
that they are immune to the risk of idolatry. ReliAccording to Sallie McFague, Professor of Theology at Vanderbilt Divinity School, Christian literalism gious literalism can still exist if a practioner believes
such as this turns the Christian Bible, Jesus Christ and that one's conception of a specific deity is complete
the Christian "God" into mere "idols", limited in depth and identical with the totality of deity.
and mystery. Instead of recognizing each of these as
What many Christians (and some Pagans) fail to
symbols and teachers helping one to understand the
realize or acknowledge is that one’s understanding of
portion of deity that one may understand, they equate deity will be, at best, a metaphor for deity. Through
their perception of the Bible, Jesus Christ and the
the use of metaphor, we can make a model of deity
Christian "God" as the totality of deity!
which can help us to understand that which is ultimately unknowable and unexplainable.
A friend once compared this to a convoy of folks
who were headed from Maine south to Boston. On
their way down
I-95 they saw a
sign that says,
"Boston 212
miles". Rather
than learn from
that sign and
continue on
their way to
Boston, they stopped and worshipped the sign because
it showed them the one and only true way to Boston!
What's more, they claimed that anyone who either
worships any other sign to Boston, or who takes a different road to Boston, is going the wrong way!

Even the Biblical story of Jesus can be seen as a
metaphor. Over
time, the human
story of Jesus
became embellished until he
became more
than human, and
entered the
realm of legend
and myth. As a myth or legend, he has become a metaphor for all that is good; of man becoming god and
sacrificing himself for others (sound familiar)?

As such, Jesus has joined the Pantheon of Gods and
Goddesses identified by human beings over millennia.
Some comprehend these Gods and Goddesses as
Such literalism makes Christianity irrelevant for
many. For some, such beliefs are found to be unrelated Jungian archetypes; others as actual entities separate
from humankind, or as inseparable aspects of the
to one's life. For others, one's spiritual growth leads
whole of deity. Regardless of one’s understanding,
them beyond mere literal expression of religion.
each of these “deities” have anthropomorphized the
When one believes that their description and underforces of nature, taught humankind how to live good
standing of deity is not only true, but complete, it locks
lives, and/or provided comfort through difficult times.
one's understanding of deity into a very limited box.
By remembering this and honoring the spiritual
This leaves no possibility for one's understanding to
choices
made by each individual, each God/dess regrow, expand, develop more fully, become more mysterious or to become more complex. Monotheists such flects the complexity of human experience, and reas Christians, Muslims and Jews are particularly vul- mains vibrant, alive and relevant. Instead of degeneratnerable to this in that they have only one perception of ing into nothing but an Idol or a “super Santa Claus”,
they will retain a sense of mystery, awe, wonder, spirideity or "God".
tual depth and substance. And that is as it should be.
Unlike monotheistic religions, polytheistic religions
Fred Griffith
recognize multiple interpretations of deity. This helps
their practitioners to avoid locking their understanding
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Calendar of Events
NOTE: If you'd like your event included in our calendar of events, please send us an e-mail, with Calendar
Listings as the subject, to grove@ctel.net before the deadline for the issue in which you'd like it listed. Each
issue of the newsletter lists the next deadline on the front page.
If you would like an extra copy of this calendar to post on a public bulletin board, please feel free to photocopy it freely. If you know a business in your area which would like to post one, please send the information to the above e-mail address and we'll add it to the mailing list.
As a service to the Pagan community, we seek to list as many events as possible that would be of interest to
Maine Pagans. You need not be a member of EPN, or even a subscriber to this newsletter, to list an event
here. All we ask is that events be non-profit -- that is, that any fees for participating not exceed the reasonable cost of putting on the event -- and submitted to us by e-mail or post by the publication deadline. (Those
planning for-profit events are welcome to avail themselves of our very affordable advertising opportunities.)
We make no claim as to the value or safety of any of these events, and caution our readers to rely on their
own best judgment when assessing any situation, particularly those involving strangers. That said, we also
encourage you to participate in as wide a spectrum of the Pagan community as you can, both for your own
enjoyment and because our community needs your positive energy and good fellowship.
December
17 Saturday
Yule Forest Sanctuary in Jay. For further information, contact forestsanctuary@yahoo.com .
21 Wednesday
Solstice Celebration at Houlton Unitarian Church.
Drumming @ 6:30pm Ritual @ 7 pm. For more
information contact griffith@mfx.net
January
1 Sunday
Non-ritual open house at Ironwood Hollow in Sidney. Pagan Pursuit and other games, potluck meal,
snacks, and beverages, great company and conversation. Song and music may happen, depending on
the crowd. 2:00 PM until whenever. For details
and directions, e-mail grove@ctel.net.
As of press time, nobody has posted any other
open events to be held after January 1. Watch
online for announcements!
MONTHLY EVENTS
Druidry/Pagan Practice and Training, Bar
Mills. For further information, contact Kevin at
shazthod@sacoriver.net. These are two-hour sessions, held one Sunday afternoon per month, and
open to beginners and more advanced practitioners; participants of all Pagan paths are welcome.

Pagan Coffee Klatch, Quilting Bee and Clothing
Swap, Gardiner. For further information, contact Jani
at fritti.cat@verizon.net.
A meeting will be held at Sams Restaurant in Lisbon
Falls on Lisbon Rd for the Acorn Circle 5:30- 7:PM
the fourth Thursday of each month until further notice. This is a meeting to meet with and discuss the
Acorn Circle with potential new members who may
be interested in being a part of the Acorn Circle, an
eclectic American Wiccan. We are a structured circle
with degree training available that holds rituals for
the holidays and moon ritual work .All training is free
and done entirely on a voluntary basis. If you are interested in learning more about our Circle simply
come to the meeting or email me at vernalnox1@yahoo.com. The Acorn Circle at this time is
only accepting adult members. An email of intent to
show would be appreciated.
Monthly Full Moon rituals in Phippsburg. Please
contact us at 207-389-2423 or labyrinth@whisperinggrove.com to find out if an event
has been cancelled due to weather conditions. All
events are universal and though they may use liturgy
or ritual from various traditions, it is not implied that
the Whispering Grove Labyrinth or Spiritual Community is affiliated with any particular tradition or religion. We are an open community and everyone is welcome.
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Networking
The people and groups listed here are mentioned because they have done two things: They have volunteered to serve as points of
contact for those seeking Pagan community, and they have agreed to follow a set of basic rules of ethical conduct. Any person or
group may be listed here by subscribing to this newsletter and agreeing to those expectations; please contact EPN to arrange such a
listing.
EPN has no interest in serving as the "Pagan police," and explicitly supports the autonomy of each person and group in matters of
faith, belief and worship. The Maine Pagan community encompasses a wide variety of people and practices, and seekers are cautioned that any person or activity that makes you uncomfortable is probably wrong for you.
Groups and individuals who seek networking opportunities but are reluctant to sign the Standards are encouraged to take advantage of our advertising columns.

Day celebrations open to the community. Contact Thea or
Harry, 282-1491 or oldewtch@maine.rr.com

AUGUSTA AREA

Bill and Johanna Chellis. Pantheists working with the circle, wheel and labyrinth. 685-3860
SPECIAL INTERESTS
Immanent Grove. A fellowship of practicing Pagans of all
persuasions. Members pursue their own personal relationships with the Gods. We're interested in corresponding with experienced Pagans who would like to work
with us. Harper and Arwen, Immanent Grove, Box 2328
Middle Road, Sidney, ME 04330

OXFORD HILLS AREA

Deaf Pagans. I would love to meet Deaf adults who are
Pagan and other Pagan parents of Deaf children. Ede,
353-6202 (V/TTY) or ede@clinic.net
PanCraft. Pagan artists, musicians and others beloved of
the Muses get together to share their work and honor the
Deities who inspire them. Harper and Arwen, Box 2328
Middle Road, Sidney, ME 04330

ONLINE RESOURCES

Khyrohn Ni Mara. Eclectic Wiccan focusing on healing
through herbs and drumming. RR1 Box 2606, N. Water- EPN website http://www.earthtides.org
ford, ME 04267. 583-4215.
Maine Pagan Resource Page,

http://www. janeraeburn.com/maine
Maine Pagan Clergy Association website,
http://www.mainepaganclergy.org
Temple of Brigantia. Wiccan group honoring the Goddesses and Gods of Britain and Rome. Offering open Full Maine Pagan Mailing List, to join send blank email to mepagan-subscribe@egroups.com
Moon rituals and accepting selected candidates for apprenticeship. Jane/Cassius, 646-6634 or temEPN Mailing List (open to newsletter subscribers
ple@janeraeburn.com
only), to join send blank e-mail to:
earthtides-subscribe@egroups.com
Circle of the Silver Cauldron, Atlantic. Eclectic Wiccan
Maine Pagan Politics List, to join send blank e-mail
coven emphasizing creativity and self-development. Great
to
meppolitics-subscribe@egroups.com
PORTLAND/YORK COUNTY

BE A PART OF EPN
Stay connected with the community! Annual subscription is $11.00 for 8 issues of this newsletter.

NAME: ______________________________________

ZIP CODE: ___________________________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________________

CITY:________________________________________

This is a (check one):
___ New membership

STATE: ______________________________________

___ Renewal

Mail to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343.

EPN
P.O. Box 161
E. Winthrop, ME 04343
www.earthtides.org

See Election Results and
Annual Meeting notice on Page 3!

